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South Africa: Mbeki Discusses Restructuring With 
British Chancellor 


MB/803113796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1/20 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Mar 18 SAPA 
~— There was great interest abroad in the proposed 
restructuring of state enterprises as it would open up 
opportunitics for foreign investment, expansion and 
job creation, Deputy President Thabo Mbeki said on 
Monday. 


After he and British Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Kenneth Clarke met for two-hour talks at Tuynhuys 
to discuss the rove British business can play in the 
restructuring of South Africa's state assets, Clarke said 
the talks had also focused on how capital could be raised 
to develop the country’s industries and services 


Clarke and a group of British bankers and industrialists, 
with him for his five-day visit to South Atnca, met 
Mbeki and Cabinet colleagues Finance Minister Chris 
Liebenberg, Stella Sigcau (Public Enterprises), Trevor 
Manuel (Trade and Industries) and Jay Naidoo (RDP 
[Reconstruction and Development Program|). The size 
of the delegation was one indication of the “British 
business world’s” interest in the restructuring debate, 
Clarke said. "We understand that the key to this whole 
process 1s ensuring that the trade unions see the benefits 
that could flow into the economy,” he added 


South Africa: UK Chancellor of Exchequer in 
Country To Assess Investment 


MBI/I803125796 Johannesbure THE STAR (BUSINESS 
REPORT Supplement) in English 18 Mar 96 p | 


[Report by Roy Cokayne] 


{|FBIS Transcribed Text} Pretoria — Taxation and bor- 
rowings by the South African government are unlikely 
to generate the necessary funds to expand and improve 
services in the country, Kenneth Clarke, the British 
chancellor of the exchequer said on Friday 


Clarke emphasised the role that could be played by 
private capital in expanding and improving services in 
this country. He ts on a five-day visit to the country 
with a group of bankers and industrialists. He has had 
discussions with Chris Stals, the governor of the Reserve 
Bank. and Chris Liebenberg, finance minister. He ts due 
to meet Thabo Mbeki and F W de Klerk. the deputy 
presidents, other ministers and as a cross section of 
leading representatives of local business, industry and 
politics. 


He sand the group accompanying him would explore 
trade and investment prospects between the two coun 
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nies and “were hoping to extend our knowledge ot 
where the opportunities are” 


Clarke said the group was interested in the partnership 
between the private and public sectors and said South 
Atrica’s public utilities required investment 


The group was looking for investment opportunities 
which entailed technology transter and investment 
Clarke said he was anxious about how South Atrica 
proceeds with privatisation 


Referring to Britain, he said that “privatisation poured 
investment into our major Ullities which could not have 
been done if they had remained under state ownership” 


However, Clarke said the approach to) privatisation 
ditfered trom country to country. Much depended on 
how the government decided to acquire private capital 
and inject commercial management into a particular 
utility 


The method used by Britain was to float public utilities 
on the stock exchange and turn them into. private 
sector companies, but then regulate the utilities to put 
downward pressure on prices 


Clarke said South Africa had a problem with a growing 
economy and job creation) He said job creation could 
only come from sustainable growth and sound macro 
economic conditions 


Attempting to create yobs by putting more public 
money into one initiative or another tended to tail as 
did subsidising uncompetitive industries. “A modern 
economy has to be flexible, adaptable and competitive 


Clarke said the rather rigid structure between employers 
and trade umons in South Africa also created problems 
for yob creation 


South Africa: Nation To Play ‘Leading Role’ in UN 
Africa Initiatives 


MB/S08202896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1434 GMT 15 Mar 96 


|FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG March 1S 
SAPA — South Africa is expected to play a leading role 
in the development of Africa and the implementation of 
the United Nations’ initiative to develop the continent 


Speaking at the South African launch of the US25 bil 
hon imitative in Johannesburg. UN coordinator in South 
Africa David Whaley said South Atnca’s contribution 
would mainly be through strengthening its own econ 
omy and society 


‘South Atrica is obviously infinitely better resourced 
than the majority of African countries, Whaley said | 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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suspect South Africa’s initial principal contribution wall 
be through the strengthening of its economy and society 
internally through redistributive and growth measures 


He said there was consensus that this strengthening was 
the most important contribution the country could make 
In the process of strengthening, significant opportunities 
for investment and exchange should open up 


Whaley said he believed South Atrica had “an enormous 
amount” to share with the rest of Africa in terms of high 
technology. He said he hoped to see South Africa taking 
the lead in cooperation in’ trade, finance, production 
and services. “South Africa is ina particularly good 
position,” he said, because of the country’s ready access 
to global markets 


UN director of information in South Atrica Yobert 
Shamapande hailed the reconstruction and development 
programme as an attempt to address the very issues 
the UN initiative was emphasising “We do beheve 
South Atrica will take considerable leadership in various 
aspects of economic growth and the implementation of 
the initiative,” he said 


South Africa: Mandela To Use Presidential Powers 
To End Violence 


MBI503172996 Johanneshure SAtm Radtwo Network 
in English 1500 GMT 15 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) President’ Nelson Mandela 
says dark and sinister forces are inciting TFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party} and ANC supporters in KwaZulu/Natal 


He was addressing hundreds of Zulu chiets at the pre 
mbizo [traditional Zulu gathering] meeting at King 
Goodwill Zwelithini’s palace at Nongoma. President 
Mandela said he would use his presidential powers to 
end the violence plaguing South Africa as he was intent 
on ending what he described as animals killing innocent 
men, women and children) Amid jeering from part of 
the gathering, he said he would continue to make his 
views known 


President Mandela said that while he had the highest 
regard for IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the Zulu 
chiets would be making a serious mistake if they rated 
Mr. Buthelezi above their king Mr. Mandela said Mr 
Buthelezi would never succeed in uniting the Zulu 
nation without the king 


South Africa: Mandela Claims To Be ‘Happy’ With 
Meeting With Zulu Chiefs 

MBI6031632396 Johanneshbure SAPA in Enelish 

1801 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{[PBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA March 16 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela on Saturday said he 
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was not discouraged by his discordant meeting with 
traditional Zulu leaders on briday, adding he beheved 
a gathering of the Zulu nation Gmbizo) would sull take 
place. "Il was happy about the outcome of the meeting, 
he said at his official Pretoria residence “Despite the 
discordance, one thing came out clearly people were 
beginning to think 


‘TL don't get discouraged when we meet obstacles. The 
overwhelming majority of people in KwaZulu/Natal are 
tor peace. IT tully believe we wall be able to sort out this 
matter, and that we will have an imbizo ” 


Mandela was speaking to reporters after meeting Swazi 
King Mswati TI, Botswana President Ketumile Masire 
and Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe 


Mandela on Friday met several hundred traditional Zulu 
leaders at Nongoma in KwaZulu/Natal ina bid to clear 
the air before a proposed imbizo to promote peace in the 
province. Some of his remarks drew angry responses. 
and jeers trom some chiets 


Mandela on Saturday conceded the meeting was a 
dithcult one, but said no one should be disheartened by 
this. “But we are a democratic country and we should 
welcome opposition trom existing political parties.” he 
said. “The fact that people were able to express then 
grievances directly to the president is of benefit to the 
government: | Know now how they feel” 


The number of people yearning tor peace was undoubt 
edly growing. 


“We must stop the slaughter Gin) KwaZulu/Natal), 
Mandela said. “The only way of doing so ts to call the 
Zulu nation together and to sort out our problems, in 
particular their complaints against the president and the 
government of national unity ~ 


Asked when an imbizo could be expected, he said “We 
have to examine the matter carefully and having done 
so, decide what to do” 


South Africa: 5,000 Zulus in Durban Protest 
Mandela's ‘Meddling’ 


MBI1603165796 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
1440 GMT 16 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] DURBAN March 16 SAPA 

About §,000 Zulu protesters marched through central 
Durban on Saturday atternoon demanding that President 
Nelson Mandela stop meddling in Zulu cultural attairs 
Most of the protesters were armed with traditional 
weapons and claimed to be inkatha Freedom Party 
[IFP) supporters. They marched under the banners of 
the National Hostel Residents Association (Nahora) and 
the United Independent and Economic Trade Unions ot 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa (Unimetusa), which claims a membership 
of 68,000 workers 


Police kept a close watch over proceedings and guarded 
the front entrance to the Durban city hall, where 
marchers gathered briefly to voice thei grievances 


Addressing the crowd, Uninetusa president Sidney 
Geabashe said Mandela's involvement in the planned 
gathering of the Zulu nation in KwaZulu/Natal could 
foment violence. “If we are looking for peace, let us 
ensure that the imbizo as called through the correct 
channels,” Geabashe said. “The mmbizo should be called 
according to the poliey of KwaZulu Its a Zulu tamily 
attair.” he added 


Mandela shocked some Zulu nationalists late last year 
by proposing the imbizo to address violence ins the 
province. His call was prompted by the Christmas Day 
Shobashobane massacre on the south coast last year, 
in which 19 people died) Both Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithiny and IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi sup 
ported Mandela's peace bid) Many traditional Zulu lead 
ers, including most of the province's 400 chiets, belreve 
Mandela has no authority to call an imbizo That priv 
lege is the reserve of the Zulu King, they say 


Mandela met with Buthelezi, Zwelithinie and traditional 
leaders at one of the King’s palaces on Friday to discuss 
the issue, but were unable to reach agreement 


During the meeting, Buthelezi said several serious 
problems would have to be resolved before an imbizo 
could be held) An imbizo betore outstanding tissues had 
been resolved might be “a recipe tor a real disaster’, he 


said 


Marchers on Saturday also expressed dissatistaction 
with the new Labour Bill, which had been negotiated 
at the National Economic Development and Labour 
Commission (Nedlac ) 


Geabashe said the labour component of Nedlac ap 
peared to be dominated by the Atncan) National 
Congress-aligned Congress of South Atrican Trade 
Unions (Cosatu) Many independent trade unions had 
been excluded from negotiations, he said 


South Africa: Minister Comments on Recent Land 
Bill 

VBI703190096 Johanneshbure NEW NATION 

in English 1S Mar 96 p l/l 


[Interview with South Atrean Land Attaiws Minister 
Derek Hanekom by Pule Molebeldi. place ard date not 
given| 

|FBIS” Transersrhed Text! What is the vision of the 
Land Affairs Department around practical imple- 
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mentation of the Labour Tenants Bill, given the par- 
tiality of magistrates and police when dealing with 
labour tenants issues such as evictions — as some of 
them are related to farmers? 


The institution dealing with the labour tenants cases wall 
be the Land Claims Court: In the case of a dispute or 
arbitration needed, there would be a panel of arbitrators 
appointed by the Land Claims Court. In so tar as the 
farmer wishes to evict tenants, the order has to come 
from the Land Clams Court We think that we are 
dealing with the correct institution: that is) basically 
sympathetic to clammants to land and also) tamuliar 
with the issues and largely consisting sympathetic land 
judyes 


The first generation definition presently in the Bill 
excludes a lot of people who have been working in 
the farms as labour tenants for 30 years on the 
grounds that their grandparents were not labour 
tenants. How are you going to include such people 
and ensure that they are recognised as labour tenants 
and benefit through the Bill? 


The Labour Tenants Act will deal essentially with a 
number of limited cases We have no pretences that it 
will deal with all cases of people who were previously 
evicted) There ts no pretence that there won't be some 
grey areas” where itis not clear that people are defined 
as labour tenants or not 


Phere ts a whole dispute mechanism that allows us to 
proceed with those cases as well, where itis disputed tor 
example, that a person is a labour tenant. [tis important 
in the same way as the Restitution Act, where some 
people don’t strictly quality in terms of the Act to get 
their land back or be compensated 


We are not too concerned about that as itis not posing 
too great a problem because in so far as there are cases 
of people who were dispossessed but who are in need of 
land and yet don't quite make the criteria, we have other 
accompanying programmes which we can use. They will 
then get priority access to land through the redistribution 
programme 


That is the way we deal with a number of cases where 
itis not clear that they quality for restitution or not, of 
where we deal with a group which might be claimants 
and others not. Where there 1s a real need tor land, we 
have provisions to assist people in the purchase of land 


Assuming that there's an appheation from a group of 
peaple who consider themselves to be labour tenants 
and the land is disputed, the Act then provides tor a 
dispute resolution mechanism 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Assuming [words indistinct] they did not need land, so 
we work on the assumption that they need land anyway 
and they would quality tor a land reform programme 
anyway 


In the first instance, we can, nonetheless, assist and 
negotiate with the landowner It they aren't: labour 
tenants and the landowner ts not disputing that they 
need land and | words indistinct) want them in the farm 


In some cases, the labour tenants -—— even if there are 
five among 20 people — may be occupying a piece of 
land historically belonging to the farmer who does not 
mind relinquishing 


There are a number of possible outcomes in this. But 
nobody is excluded in the sense that we will then try 
to find other ways of dealing with the same problem 
This could include the purchasing of that actual piece 
of land occupied by people concerned, although strictly 
speaking, they are not labour tenants. We would then 
make available a tund to purchase the land. It's of very 
little concern to us whether the applicant ts labour tenant 
or not 


In the case of an applicant in need of land, he/she 
qualifies for land reform measures and for the state 
subsidy to assist in the purchase of land. The only 
difference ts that labour tenants have a certain guarantee, 
in terms of the Bill, that ensures that they can't e¢ 
removed from the land they occupy. There are many 
processes and procedures to be followed that makes tt 
very difficult for the landowner to evict them arbitrarily 


On the restitution process, it is obvious that the 
land claims commissioners are not coping with the 
bulk of the work. It appears that the only practical 
solution is for the Department of Land Affairs to 
employ more commissioners. Are you considering 


this option. 


No, the appointment of additional commissioners ts 
not necessarily the only solution to the problem. It ts 
a possibility and we would have to consider it after 
discussions with the Chet Land Claims Commissioner 
The other solution ts to increase the capacity of existing 
commussioners to deal with the large workload which 
they have 


Capacity building means ensuring that they able to 
appoint more heldworkers, researchers and mediators 
This ts because often a case is clearly cut but there are 
two different claiming groups and we just need them to 
get together. They need teams of people to assist them 


We have just concluded a contract with the Dutch 
government to provide about RIO-million to be put in 
a special fund for the commission to access directly 
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This will position the Commissioner in a much more 
expeditious manner to appoint people without going 
through the slow processes of the state. But at the 
same time, we are also increasing Our Own Capacity in 
the department to provide background research work, 
because that is what we are dealing with at the moment 


How is your department dealing with the ‘grey ar- 
eas" in the Restitution Act, specifically the pre-1913 
cases (outside the deadline) and the former home- 
lands (where most people lost land through corrup- 
tion [words indistinct] not fall within the ambit of 
the Act. Let's say, we are dealing with that and as 
well as other cases where people lost their land rights 
but in fact don't, strictly speaking, qualify in terms of 
the Act — yet they can demonstrate they were really 
unfairly deprived of their access to land. Sometimes 
it’s difficult to prove that they have rights to land. 


In so tar as people were victims of corruption, there are 
a couple of commissions operating and are looking at 
corrupt practices on land transfer. The other thing 1s that 
we need to assess the extent to which the people who are 
applying for restitution and do not qualify, the extent to 
which they are in need of land. This 1s because there are 
wealthy people who say they lost their property through 
the Group Areas Act and they want compensation. We 
examine the case and dismiss it on the grounds that they 
do not fall within the definition of the Act 


Our approach ts an unsympathetic one Our land reform 
programme ts targeted at the poor and the landless. In 
so tar as people who were dispossessed of the land 
pre-1913 and are landless — needing the land — we 
proceed immediately to work with them and assist in 
the identification of suitable land. 


Some of those cases can be referred by the commission 
to the department. The commission can make certain 
recommendations to the department and in such cases 
we [word indistinct] these groups priority and access to 
our redistribution programme 


Why the sudden change of heart to a point where you 
are ‘‘comfortable" with the presence of a property 
clause in the Constitution. What is your position on 
the property clause? 


My heart hasn't changed, but when God gave us minds, 
we are able to change, use and think through them 
Thinking means responding to circumstances 


Events determine how one responds in many ways | 
did what I was called upon to do by the Constitutional 
Assembly and presented a case much to the liking of 
the National Land Committee (NLC) 


This report may contain copyneghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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I said there was a strong argument to be made for no 
property rights to be included in the Constitution and | 
gave arguments which were valid. 


Subsequently, the ANC dealt with the issue and con- 
cluded that there ought to be a property clause but that 
should not prevent land reform measures and the state 
from regulating land use and not stand in land reform 
by making it unaffordable and unattainable. [sentence 
as published] 


The NLC is very well aware of the fact that we have had 
this debate in the ANC for some time and that the ANC 
has taken the position that there should be a property 
rights clause and it should be a strong one in favour of 
the dispossessed and not those who own property. 


South Africa: IFP Issues Statement on KwaZulu/ 
Nata; Constitution 

MB1603184196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1723 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} ULUNDI March 16 JAPA 
— The concessions that had to be made to bring 
about a provincial constitutional settlement in KwaZulu/ 
Natal had detracted from the value of what the Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] originally had to offer, the party 
said on Saturday. In a statement after an IFP national 
council in Ulundi, the party said it applauded the fact 
that after 16 months of negotiations the provincial 
assembly adopted a constitution for the province on 
Friday which was endorsed 100 per cent by the political 
parties in the assembly. However, it regretted that there 
had been “insufficient trust and insufficient democratic 
insights” to enable the party to “do the best it could have 
done for the province”. 


"The IFP believes, however, that the passing of the 
provincial constitution will be seen by posterity as a 
watershed event in the constitutional history of South 
Africa,” the party said. “For the first time in the history 
of South Africa a constitution has been adopted drafted 
on the basis of the idiom of federalism and pluralism. 


“The IFP is also convinced that whatever different 
parties may think about the constitution, it provides a 
framework and a rationale for the institutionalisation of 
political forces and for the interaction between political 
parties.” 

Movements toward the achievement of peace and rec- 
onciliation and the normalisation of political relations 
had been enhanced. The IFP would continue its “consti- 
tutional struggle” to promote federalism and pluralism 
in KwaZulu/Natal and the whole country, it said. 
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South Africa: Northwest Premier on Payment 
Boycott, Other Issues 


MB1603185696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0146 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Mmabatho March 15 SAPA 
— Northwest Premier Popo Molete on Friday said the 
provincial government would be unable to convince the 
private sector, foreign governments and donor agencies 
to provide funding for development if residents refused 
to pay for services, rent or bonds. 


Addressing the provincial legislature in Mmabatho, 
Molefe said unless payment improved, certain areas 
would remain underdeveloped and uninhabitabie. 


He said the provincial government's management of 
State finances had been impeccable. Not only had civil 
servants maintained proper financial management, but 
the departments had been accountable. 


Molefe also said Northwest had succeeded in integrating 
the educational authorities into a single department, but 
the problem of inadequate educational facilities had to 
be addressed, and “certain people” were still pursuing 
school segregation on the basis of racial and cultural 
identities. 


Housing delivery was taking place in several areas, 
but the province had not achieved its targets. The 
provincial housing board had approved 37 projects for 
the construction of 30,798 houses, but implementation 
had been painfully slow. 


Molefe said the government spent 45 percent of its 
budget on the salaries of 72,000 civii servants. Although 
the government wanted to redirect resources towards the 
creation of jobs and the building of the economy, it did 
not intend to embark on large-scale retrenchment of civil 
servants. 


Regarding agriculture, the government intended releas- 
ing state land for use by small-scale farmers, developing 
a state guarantee scheme for agricultural finance, and 
developing a support scheme for farmers who obtained 
credit. The government was also intent on instituting 
land tenure reform to assist landless people, including 
women, farmworkers and labour tenants. People already 
in possession of land should not fear that such reform 
would be conducted in an arbitrary and disruptive man- 
ner, Molefe said 


The premier also called for efforts to address the socio- 
economic causes of criminal activity 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination) 
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South Africa: NP Calls ANC Immunity 
Announcement ‘Cheap Political Ploy’ 


MB1/503181396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1457 GMT 15 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN March 15 
SAPA — The Democratic Party [DP] has welcomed 
the ANC’s renouncement of temporary immunity for 
its leaders, but the National Party [NP] says it 1s merely 
a "cheap political ploy”. 


The ANC announced on Thursday that it wanted the 
temporary immunities cancelled, and that its leaders 
and members should confess to the Truth Commission 
by applying for amnesty, or face prosecution. The 
immunities against prosecution, granted in 1990 to 73 
senior ANC leaders, including Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki and Defence Minister Joe Modise, paved the way 
for their return to South Africa to negotiate with the 
former government. 


It was the duty of ANC Cabinet ministers to display 
confidence in the Truth and Reconciliation process set 
up primarily at their party's initiative, DP human rights 
spokesman Dene Smuts said on Friday in welcoming 
the decision. Early applications would help change the 
perception that double standards were being applied be- 
cause of the “perfectly proper high profile prosecutions 
currently in progress”. 


The National Party accused the ANC of double. 
standards in the light of former Defence Minister 
Magnus Malan’s murder trial. The decision was uncon- 
vincing and was not intended to allay fears of unequal 
treatment of political opponents. "The fact that their 
political opponents did not enjoy similar temporary im- 
munity should not be misused,” NP justice spokesman 
Danie Schutte said in a statement on Friday. Trying to 
score political points from the prosecution of political 
opponents, charged before the implementation of the 
Truth and Reconcihation Act, and the renouncement 
of temporary immunity of their own leaders at this 
late stage when they can now apply for amnesty, was 


Clearly opportunism. 


In the spirit of the Truth and Reconcihation Act's 
objective, the NP “strongly urges the ANC not to drag 
the Truth Commission into petty party politics”. 


FBIS-AFR-96-053 
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South Africa: ANC Reacts to Reports of MP’s 
Leaving Parliamen: 


MB1603165996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0134 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{Statement issued by South Africa’s ANC on 15 March 
on the SAPA PR Wire Service] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Rumours are circulating 
through newspapers, TV's and corridors about a long 
list of ANC MP's who are leaving Parliament. The 
impression is that MP's are angry because of the gravy 
train story and are leaving in a huff for that. This 
unfortunate misrepresentation of truth ts an insult to 
the individuals’ integrity as pecple who are driven by 
emotions and not committed leaders and cadres who 
carefully consider their actions in consultation with the 
ANC which deployed them in Parliament. 


Secondly, these are rumours tailored to create an im- 
pression that there is a crisis in the ANC leading to a 
crisis in an ANC-led Parliament. Nothing could be fur- 
ther from the truth. This continuation of the campaign to 
tarnish and discredit the ANC-led government will fail 
like pre’ ‘ous attempts to stem the tide of progress and 
“hange towards democracy we are determined to build 


The fact that Moses Mayekiso and Saki Macozoma are 
re-deployed to other posts from which they'll pursue 
service to our people is being distorted and abused. It 
is as if there's something abnormal about one or two 
individuals being re-shuffled or relocated. This 1s normal 
and happens and will continue to happen everywheie 
It should not be a cause for any alarm except for those 
with mischievous and devious intentions. 


South Africa: Ramaphosa: ‘Serious Disagreements’ 
Might Delay Constitution 


MB1603175696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1630 GMT 16 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA March 16 SAPA 
— Serious disagreements regarding a property clause, 
the right to strike and the death penalty miyht delay 
the adoption of the new constitution on May &, African 
National Congress secretary-general Cyril Ramaphosa 
said on Saturday. “We are hoping that on May 8 we 
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will adopt the new constitution,” he told a meeting of 
the National Union of Mineworkers [NUM] in Pretoria. 
"However, there are certain issues that need to be 
finalised.” 


With regard to the property clause, Ramaphosa said the 
ANC believed it should be incorporated in a way that 
promoted land reform. 


The Cungress of South African Trade Unions [Cosatu}, 
of which NUM is a member, was opposed to the 
inclusion of the property clause maintaining it would 
make the process of land reform difficult. “We will not 
entrench the property rights of those who took away 
the property of the majority of our peopie,” Ramaphosa 
assured the meeting. 


He said the right to strike was also a point of contention. 
"We will not let our right to strike be out-balanced by 
the mght to lock-out,” Ramaphosa said. “We told the 
other parties they can go to hell.” 


He reiterated the ANC’s support of the abolition of the 
death penalty, saying it contradicted the right to life 
“There is the possibility of a serious deadlock in the 
Constitutional Assembly,” Ramaphosa, who ts chairman 
of the assembly, said. “I hope we will have resolved it 
by the second week of April when we start preparing 
for the adoption of the final constitution.” 


He added if matters deadlocked the ANC/Cosatu/South 
African Communist Party tripartite alhhance would know 
that the time for action had come. 


Ramaphosa reiterated the ANC’s support of the NUM 
saying: “We will always be behind you in your struggle 
against your bosses.” 


South Africa: ANC Wants Temporary Immunity 
for Cabinet Members Withdrawn 


MB1403163896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
144] GMT 14 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Mar 14 SAPA 
— The African National Congress had asked Justice 
Minister Dullah Omar to withdraw the temporary immu- 
nity from prosecution granted in 1990 to 73 members, 
including several Cabinet ministers and MPs [members 
of Parliament], ANC deputy secretary-general Chery! 
Carolus said on Thursday. 


Carolus told a media briefing, the aim of the temporary 
immunity had been to protect members of the party's 
negotiating team who entered the country in 1990 to 
begin talks with the National Party Government. 


“Now that we are on the verge of completing the final 
constitution, these objectives have been achieved. It 1s 
for this reason that the NEC (national executive counci!) 


REPUBIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 7 


has concluded that the temporary immunities no longer 
serve any purpose.” 


The ANC sent a letter to Omar on February 22, which 
included a list of the names of the 73 members, 
including those of Deputy President Thabo Mbeki, 
Defence Minister Joe Modise, his deputy Ronnie Kasrils 
and ANC KwaZulu-Natal leader Jacob Zuma. 


The Indemnity Act ot 1990 has been extended yearly 
by President Nelson Mandela and was due to expire on 
May 17 of this year. 


South Africa: CP Leader Hartzenberg on Meeting 
With Mandela 


MB1503172696 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
8-14 Mar 96 pl, 2 


[FBIS Translated Text] At the request of President 
Mandela, discussions were held last week in Cape Town 
with the CP [Conservative Party] leadership. The CP 
delegation was led by party leader Ferdi Hartzenberg. 


According to Hartzenberg, President Mandela told 
tue delegation he would act strongly against illegal 
weapons. “We told him that as far as illegal weapons 
were concerned, we would give him our full support. 
But regarding the carrying of traditional weapons, 
however, we were not prepared to pass judgment. That 
IS a prerogative of the traditional leaders themselves,” 
Hartzenberg said. 


Regarding Afrikaner selt-determination, President Man- 
dela informed us that his view prior to the general elec- 
tions was that while he was around there would be no 
Afrikaner homeland [volkstaat}]. Negotiations and events 
before the elections, however, had made him change his 
mind, and he reached a compromise. He agar vom- 
mitted himself to a referendum on the issue, but with- 
out committing himself to the result. He undertook to 
again look at the CP's proposals of 1994." According to 
Hartzenberg, it is obvious that there 1s a vast difference 
between the president's view and that of the govern- 
ment and his party, as reflected by the ANC congress’s 
reyection of the Afrikaner Homeland Council's propos- 
als for a 10th province, which in any event would have 
been similar to the existing nine provinces 


Hartzenberg said the Afnkaner nation will therefore 
have to realize that its freedom can be achieved only 
through hard work. “The CP ts unceasingly working 
toward this, especially since the release of the Afrikaner 
Homeland Counci! report We believe more than ever 
that the Afnkaner nation will be united around the 
principle of self-determination, and we are working very 
hard to effect this.” 
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President Mandela also again tried to give the impres- 
sion that he was championing the course of Afrikaans 
and the retention of Afrikaans culture. The CP dele- 
gation pointed out to him that there was a difference 
between what he said and what his government, provin- 
cial and local governments, and other institutions such 
as the SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation), 
Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission], the civil ser- 
vice and the SAA [South African Airways] were doing, 
and what they were really doing was in disagreement 
wich the Constitution. According to Hartzenberg, Pres- 
ident Mandela promised to intervene, especially at the 
local government management level. 


“Turning to schools, we pointed out to him that accord- 
ing to the Constitution, our nation, and any other nation, 
was entitled to its own schools and not to mere class- 
rooms. His reaction to this was that discussions were 
still to be held, and that such talks would take place on 
22 March,” Dr. Hartzenberg said. 


South Africa: NP, FF Relations Reportedly on 
‘Bumpy Road’ 

MB1803113096 Johannesburg RAPPORT 

in Afrikaans 17 Mar 96 p 1/5 


{Report by Eugene Gunning] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The short-lived love affair 
between the National Party {[NP] and the Freedom 
Front [FF] is threatening to end up on the rocks. 
Represc..tatives of both parties are talking about a 
“sensitive phase” at hand. 


It's in keeping with the escalating political pressure 
as the last stretch of finalizing the constituton draws 
nearer. 


There's talk in FF ranks of a “bumpy road" ahead. The 
NP insists that talks are on course, but admits there are 
differences. 


Urgent talks apparently will take place between the 
NP and FF within the next few days. The crux of 
the problems is believed to be the issue of self- 
determinat’»” and the protection of minority rights. 


The FF séys «+ «9 favor of territorial and cultural self- 
determination ‘' vems as though the NP and FF differ 
on this. The FF says the NP’s idea of cultural self- 
determination is “watered down.” 


The NP too 1s in favor of protecting minority rights, but 
for all groups and not only Afrikaners 


National Party MP Sam de Beer says: “Talks with the 
FF are on course.” He does, however, concede that 
differences do exist. 


FBIS-AFR-96-053 
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South Africa: Former Intelligence Officer Testifies 
Against Malan 

MB1703161196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1257 GMT 17 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] DURBAN March 17 SAPA — 
Confessed murderer and former military intelligence of- 
ficer Johan Opperman faces further tough questioning in 
the Durban Supreme Court this week as defence lawyers 
attempt to discredit his claims that top colleagues av- 
thorised a hitsquad attack that went wrong and killed 13 


Sleeping people. 


Opperman, a key state witness in the murder tral of 
former defence minister Magnus Malan and 19 others, 
confessed last week he was a murderer but denied 
defence accusations he acted alone in authorising the 
botched raid. 


Ten trained gunmen with AK47 assault rifles allegedly 
stormed into a four-roomed house in KwaMakutha south 
of Durban before dawn on January 21 1987 in a bid 
to assassinate United Democratic Front activist Victor 
Ntuli. Ntuli was not home but the killers opened fire 
anyway and mu.dered mostly women and children. The 
raid has led to charges of murder, attempted murder and 
conspiracy to murder against Malan and his co-accused, 
among them former top military officers 


Opperman told the court last week he planned the hit on 
the KwaMakutha house with support and authorisation 
from military colleagues in Pretoria and Durban. 


The state hopes the trial will provide proof of a covert 
plan, dubbed Operation Manion, to provide Inkatha with 
a paramilitary force with offensive capacity. 


Opperman turned state witness after evidence of his past 
was presented to him by the Investigation Task Unit 
[ITU]. He 1s being guarded under a witness protection 
programme. 


Judge Jan Hugo last week requested national police 
commissioner George Fivaz provide additional security 
for Opperman after chief prosecutor Tim McNally 
expressed fears for his life. ITU head Supt Frank 
Dutton on Sunday said Pretoria police had relayed to 
him information about threats to Opperman’s life. “We 
didn’t want to wake up with a dead witness on our 
hands,” he told SAPA. 


Opperman insisted under vigorous cross-questioning 
from defence counsel Mike Maritz last week that 
the attack was not a lone “frolic” seeking maximum 
propaganda and deterrent effect by killing as many 


people as possible 
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Malan, 65, on Friday described his trial as “fair” but 
said it interfered with the golf and fishing he should be 
enjoying in his retirement. 


Among his co-accused are Inkatha Freedom Party 
deputy secretary general Zakhele "MZ" Khumalo, for- 
mer SADF [South African Defense Force] chief Gen 
Janme Geldenhuys, and former army chiet Gen Kat 
Liebenberg. Also on trial are six alleged members vi 
the hitsquad accused of the KwaMakutha massacre 


Opperman last week told the court of his alleged role 
in training some of the 206 Inkatha recruits at a secret 
SADF base in Caprivi, and his command over the men 
when they returned to KwaZulu/Natal. 


Among his evidence under cross-examination was that 
armed child activists were considered legitimate targets 
and that the KwaMakutha attack was a success because 
it could not be linked back to Inkatha or the military 


South African Press Review for 22 Mar 
MBI703181396 


[FBIS Report] 
SUNDAY TIMES 


Concern Over Debt Expressed — “The country 1s 
dangerously in debt, and the Budget presented to 
Parliament by Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg has 
made matters worse,” argues the lead editorial on page 
22 of the Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
on 17 March. “Already, one-fifth of our taxes goes 
to paying the interest on the national debt. This year, 
the debt will grow again. There are two main reasons 
for this situation: profligacy. and slackness of will.” 
Referring to the recent Budget laid out by Liebenberg. 
the paper states: “Within the framework laid down 
by a spendthrift cabinet, and a grossly irresponsible 
bureaucracy, he has done well enough... But this budget 
barely confronts the immense social problems which 
the election of a democratic government was supposed 
to remedy. The Budget speech contained one reterence 
to social security, and that was a promise to look into 
it...1t as wrome that a government led by a vanguard 
party steeped in socialism, and loud in its protestations 
of human kindness, should do so little for the welfare ot 
the people. The reason, of course, is the burden of debt 
which it carnes on its back.” The editorial concludes by 
noting that two courses are available to the government. 
“The first 1s to cut spending by reducing the size of the 
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bureaucracy and limiting the role of government in our 
lives... The second ts to sell off the vast accumulated 
assets acquired by government in the years when the 
Nationalists could not distinguish between their private 
fortunes and their public duties | 


RAPPORT 


ANC Offenses Must Be investigated “So the ANC 
has finally seen the wisdom of withdrawing the tempo. 
rary immunity against prosecution tor political crimes, 
granted to 73 of ns senior members,” states an editorial 
on page 22 of the Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afnkaans 
of 17 March. However, the tact that the party is only 
willing to accept responsibility for attacks on" miiitary 

targets creates the impression that itis all “a public rela- 
lions exercise, rather than a genuine attempt to contes 
to its sins...[t is apparently unwilling to accept respon 

sibility for terrorist attacks on civilians.” The ANC will 
only be oh!> to prove its willingness to see justice done, 
argues © ARP. “it wt orders the resumption of sus- 
pendos invest gations into about 1,200 ANC offenses,” 
and 9 ' the sustice minister to instruct all his attorneys 
genera. ». attention to the offenses of ANC lead. 
ers 


No Progress in KwaZulu/Natal A second editorial 
on the same page of RAPPORT argues that “President 
Nelson Mandela and his government should not have 
been surprised that he was booed at the mass meeting 
of traditional Zulu leaders on Friday, and that) his 
efforts to call them to peace tell flat” It has long 
been clear that ‘there is much anger among supporters 
of Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP| leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi.” who “enjoys the overwhelming support 
of Zulu chiets” “The ANC’s handling of the whole 
KwaZulu/Natai question has for a long time been 
heading tor such a confrontation. The ANC has up 
to now been totally unwilling to compromise with the 
IFP to solve problems. Friday's events at Nomgoma 
emphasize once again that almost no progress is being 
made in securing peace in the province Nevertheless 
the events may help President Mandela realize that 
personal charm, no matter how disarming, plays a 
very limited role in solving nagging problems that 
are really chafing Public demonstrations of goodwill 
eventually become meaningless if stubborn views are 
maintained and promises of international mediation are 
not honored | 
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Angola 


Angola: More on Savimbi's Speech Marking 
UNITA’s Anniversary 


MB/I503163296 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 15 Mar 96 


["Excerpts" of speech by UNITA leader Jonas Matheiro 
Savimbi, on the occasion of UNITA’s 30th anniversary 
in Bailundo on 13 March — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Now that we are marking the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola's 
[UNITA] 30th anniversary, | would like to make 't cleat 
that one of our greatest errors was to sign the Bicesse 
Accord in 1991. It was a major error, and | am here to 
admit that error 


UNITA had everything to continue its unstoppable 
struggle. It was an error and I fully admit ut Right now, 
UNITA 15s in one of its tightest corners ever. [passage 
omitted | 


It is true that we lost the elections through treachery 
Be that as it may, I survived. [passage omitted] 


In Africa, the leader's voice is what matters and assures 
people. I will agree to having UNITA officials jon the 
government of national unity and reconciliation if it ts 
a broad government. [passage omitted] 


1 am ready to suggest that some portfolios accorded 
to UNITA should be given to other parties. | am 
sorry that {Angola National Liberation Front, FNLA] 
President Holden did not come When | spoke with 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos, | asked that [Liberal 
Democratic Party leader] Analia Filomeno Pereira join 
the government, but only after FNLA leader Holden and 
his group had done so. I shall not join the government 
if Holden does not. My word ts sacred on this matter 


| have no special sympathy toward some church. | also 
have no special aversion toward some other church 


[passage omitted] 


Let politicians do their political work Let churches 
benefit from political freedom so they can preach 
whatever they please If | am not mistaken, there some 
17 churches here in Bailundo | do not care: They are 
all churches to me. [passage omitted] [Words indistinct] 
like to ask the Angolan people Do you really need 
Savimbi as vice president” [Crowd responds: “No!'"| 


Perhaps I will be more useful telling the truths | tell 
rather than going around gagged | would also not like 
to die from a heart attack just because | was not received 
by the | word indistinct} president's office. I can be far 
more useful outside the cabinet than inside it 
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Be that as it may, ultimately what matters most ts 
the opinion of my party and of the Angolan people 
Angolans are greatly divided in thei opinions. | have 
received hundreds of letiers from Luanda and many 
other parts of the country urging me to accept the post 
Conversely, other people tell me to reject i because 
they think itis a trap. | do not know what you want 
any more. | will not do anything that goes against my 
conscience, my party, or the Angolan people 


Angola: Further on Savimbi's Speech on UNITA's 
Mth Anniversary 


MBISO03155896 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 1S Mar 96 


IFBIS Translated Text) Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi has 
addressed a speech in Bailundo on occasion of the Na 
tonal Umon tor the Total Independence of Angola's 
[UNTTA] 30th founding anniversary, in which he spoke 
of the formation of a broad government of unity and 
national reconcihation and noted that UNTTA would 
not resume war, The UNITA leader also spoke of the 
confinement of soldiers in the country and the Cabinda 
issue. Dro Savimbi, who was addressing thousands of 
his organization's militants and supporters, Angolan and 
international journalists, distinguished leaders of other 
Angolan political parties, and other invited guests, as 
sured that his party would never resume war and that 
the peace process in Angola is irreversible. The UNITA 
president, who also addressed the tssue of vice presi. 
dencies, said the two signatories of the Lusaka Protocol 
should, with the assistance of the UN Angola Verifica 
tion Mission-3, urgently overcome ther differences and 
tully implement the Lusaka Protoco! 


Angola: Opposition Members Berate, Praise 
Savimbi's 13 March Speech 


MBIS02165496 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 15 Mar 96 


[Report by Alves Antonio, passages within quotation 
marks are recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text} It did not take long before re 
actions to [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola leader] Jonas Savimbi's remarks were heard 
Democration Reflection Tendency | TDR] leader Miguel 
N’zau Puna said the next few davs should provide a 
clearer picture) Nevetherless. N’zau Puna urged An- 
golans to be very prudent 


[Puna] “My motto remains not to be overly optimistic 
when small steps are taken Our optimism must be 
prudent, moderate. and cautious. Be that as it may. his 
remarks were to be expected He makes everything very 
clear when he says he agrees with troop confinement but 
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not with disarmament. Whoever follows Dr. Savimbi's 
line of thinking must have readily understood what he 
thinks. We must always be very careful to read the 
fine print. It is the fine print that spel!s the various 
implications a certain subject might carry. If we just 
listen and do not pay the necessary attention, we are 
bound to make hasty decisions which can only bring 
the sort of situation the effects of which we continue to 
experience.” 


In turn, Social Penovated Party leader Eduardo Kwan- 
gana stressed he was not alarmed by anything UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbi had said. 


|Kwangana] “We are aware of the efforts made by Dr. 
Jonas Malheiro Savimbi. The crucial thing 1s tor us 
not to be demoralized by some of the passages in his 
speech. It is necessary that Angolan people continue 
making every effort to ensure that the peace process 
reaches its conclusion. I do not see those remarks as 
alarming because this ts not the first time he says this 
The important thing ts that he has shown the will [words 
indistinct] to ensure that peace does indeed come to 
Angola.” 


Democratic Renewal Party [PRD] leader Luis dos Pas. 
sos says this hide-and-seek game 1s bound to continue 
for some time yet: 


|Dos Passos] “As I have said in the past, | do not believe 
in many of the things Dr. Savimbi says because they 
reflect a certain lack of political coherence. We have 
become used to denials after things are said, allowing 
us to conclude that this hide-and-seek game 1s bound to 
continue for some time. It 1s sad that some people should 
still be playing with the Angolan people's interests, 
instead of taking them seriously. Be that as it may, | 
believe it is important that other parties be part of the 
future government of national unity. 


“He should not believe he is defeated just because he 
is handing over weapons. If his real interests are to 
protect the nation’s interests. reconciliation, and peace, 
Dr. Savimbi should not see disarmament as leading to 
(’nothing) | words indistinct} political leader's role” 


Angola: Opposition Parties Want Integration in 
Government 

MB/S03201296 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 15 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The Opposition Parties’ s 
Political Council! today held a consultive meeting in 
which they called for a meeting between President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos and all Angolan political 
parties before the government of national unity ts 
formed. The Political Council believes that besides 
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the National Union tor the Total Independence ot 
Angola |UNITA], the new government of national 
unity should also integrate other opposition parties. 
This is the first meeting of the Opposition Parties’ 
Political Council which was aimed at discussing the 
latest political developments in the country, following 
the recent meeting between President Dos Santos and 
UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi. The participants of the 
meeting also called for the integration of all parties in 
the Council of the Republ c. regardless whether they are 
or not represented in parliament. [passage omitted] 


Angola: UNITA’s Liahuka Discusses Persisting 
Problems 


BRISO31553960 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
Y Mar 960 p 24 


[Interview with UNITA General Augusto Domingos 
Lutok Liahuka by Gustavo Costa and Nicole Guardiola 
in Luanda; date not given. “War Is Buried” | 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Augusto Domingos Lutok Li- 
ahuka, alias “Wiyo,’ 1s the general chosen by Savimbi 
to head the military delegation of UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] in Lu- 
anda. Born in Cuma, in Huambo province, in 1948, he 
attended the Norton de Matos high school and stud- 
ied tarm management in Sa de Bandeira (Lubango) He 
jomed UNITA in 1974, and in the following year he 
joined the FALA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] —- UNITA’s Armed Forces — and became one 
Of its Most prestigious commanders. Following Bicesse, 
he was appointed chief of staff of the unified Angolan 
Armed Forces (FAA), a post which he quit to return to 
guerrilla warfare. He ts the current FALA deputy chet 
of staff and a member of UNITA’s political commit. 
tee. He 1s prepared to say farewell to arms, asserts that 
UNITA “has no conditions for returning to war,” but 
admits that mutual distrust persists 


[EXPRESSO| Does UNITA agree with its generals’ 
reappointment in the FAA?’ 


{Liahuka] The solution has not yet been tound There 
are matters which will have to be resolved at the level 
of the two presidents Now that the peace process has 
gained new impetus following the Libreville meeting, 
we are going to resume the negotiations 


[EXPRESSO] What sull divides the military of the 
government and of UNITA?’ 


|Liahuka] What divides us ts not the number but the 
level of the posts offered to us. They are all subordinate 
posts — deputy defense minister for material resources, 
head of office at the Defense Ministry. deputy chiefs 
of staff of the FAA and the Army, commander of the 
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Luanda garrison, commander of the region of Kuanza 
Sul. We want a little more to give our troops greater 
confidence. 


|EXPRESSO] So there is deadlock. 


[Liahuka] | believe that there are no insurmountable 
problems. We perceive a certain openness on the part 
of General Joao de Matos and other FAA generals 


[EXPRESSO| What did the Libreville meeting bring 
which was new? 


{Liahuka] Greater openness and new prospects of dia. 
logue. The number of generals on active service who 
will join the FAA rose from eight to 10. 


[EXPRESSO] But UNITA has not yet quartered the 
20,000 men promised by Jonas Savimbi. 


{Liahuka] With the coming of Mrs. Madeleine Albright 
(U.S. ambassador and current UN Security Council 
chairperson), a misunderstanding was created which 
must be clarified. A maximum of 5,000 men tor each 
of the four quartering areas opened was estimated, but 
UNITA reserved for itself the right to say how many 
men it will quarter in each of them, because it depends 
on the personnel present in the area. It was agreed with 
Mrs. Albright to quarter 16,500 men by 8 February. This 
disrupted our plans a great deal. 


{[EXPRESSO] UNITA cites logistic shortcomings on the 
part of UNAVEM [UN Angola Verification Mission]” 


[Liahuka} Any observer who visits the quarters can 
ascertain that the tents are rotten and leaky, the promised 
clothing kits have not been distributed, and the tood 
is not of the best. Living conditions in the camps are 
almost inhuman 


[EXPRESSO] Is that why desertions are occurring 
among UNITA’s troops’ 


{Liahuka] Partly. There are also social reasons. UN. 
AVEM transported the troops, but refused to take the 
families. Many of them have gone to their villages ot 
origin, and the military personnel have accompanied 
them. Some are returning, others are not. This 1s hap- 
pening irrespective of UNITA's political will. 


[EXPRESSO| Is the United Nations not keeping its 
promises” 

[Liahuka] It is trying to do so, but reservations persist 
about some matters. For instance, the FAA retain some 
of the positions which they took during the December 
fighting. More recently they occupied another two 
localities in As Lundas which belonged to UNITA 
UNAVEM has a duty to force the government forces to 
withdraw to their original positions. It 1s not managing 
to do so. Why” 


FBIS-AFR-96-053 
18 March 1996 


IEXPRESSO] In As Lundas there seems to be a 
move toward a division of the diamond-bearing “cake” 
between the government and UNITA. 


[Liahuka] Since this is a special region, perhaps we 
could also come to have a special division. The process 
is cOntINUINg, and We must find a solution 


[EXPRESSO] Does the possibility of a new war in 
Angola exist? 


[Liahuka] It cannot be ruled out 100 percent. There ts 
sill mutual distrust. Certain movements by the FAA 
are under way which can only happen on higher orders 
What is ther purpose’ For our part, we have no 
intentions or conditions for waging war. If we thought 
otherwise, we would not have accepted the quartering 
of 16,000 men We will soon be opening another tour 
quartering areas 


[EXPRESSO] The government says that UNITA ts sull 
receiving arms from Zaire 


|Liahuka] These are dangerous and untounded allega 
tions. All our airports are being inspected by UNAVEM 


[EXPRESSO] Just as UNITA’s accusation that there are 
still mercenaries serving the FAA ts unfounded 


[Liahuka] | would not say that) Out of the 3,000 
mercenaries hired only 150 have left. Where are the 
others’ Why does UNAVEM not inspect the commando 
training camp in Cabo Ledo” 


[EXPRESSO] What is your opinion of the setting up of 
the so- called fourth service of the FAA” 


[Liahuka] It was the viable solution for the complete 
incorporation of the UNITA troops. The doubts were 
dispelled after the character of a reserve army tor 
rebuilding the country which was initially attributed to 
it was eliminated 


|EXPRESSO} After so many years of war, do you not 
feel tempted to follow the example of other UNITA 
generals who did not take up arms again after the 
elections” 


{Liahuka] The UNITA generals who did not wish to 
return to war will have had their reasons. | also had 
mine when | decided to take up arms again. In any 
event. the idea of war is finally buried as far as | am 
concerned What | seek now 1s peace and happiness 
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Zambia 


Zambia: UNIP Reportedly Training Forces in S. 
Africa, Iraq 

MB1503162296 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA 

in English 15 Mar 96 


(Received via Internet} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] UNIP [United National Inde- 
pendence Party] has been accused of recruiting former 
soldiers, policemen and intelligence officers and send- 
ing them for training in South Africa and Iraq in order 
to destabilise the nation. 

The accusation was made by Lusaka Province Move- 
ment for Multi- party Democracy [MDD] Chairman, 
Mr Christopher Chawinga on Thursday. But UNIP 
Secretary-General Sebastian Zulu rebuffed this and 
countered that the MMD was plotting a "palace coup" 
because it was not ready to hand over power to former 
president Kenneth Kaunda and his party. 


However, as Mr Zulu was saying, this Copperbelt UNIP 
provincial secretary Levy Mwansa and UNIP secretary 
for information Bwendo Mulengela were warning of 
confrontation with government over its decision to adopt 
the Mwanakatwe draft constitution through Parliament 
and attempts to bar former president Kaunda from 
standing for election. Mr Mwansa in a statement, 
called on all members in the province to “brace for 
confrontation”. 


The revelation by President Chiluba at a State House 
press conference on Wednesday [13 March] that the 
constitution would be adopted by Parliament was an 
indication that Government intends to bar Dr Kaunda 
from standing. 


“UNIP on the Copperbelt is ready to defend the rights of 
the people. It will fight a bitter battle with Government 
should it legislate against Dr Kaunda,.” Mr Mwansa 
warned. 


He said it was undemocratic for Government to ig- 
nore the popular views of the churches, NGOs [non- 
governmental organizations) and other interest groups 
who were calling for a constituent assembly to adopt 
the constitution. There was need for a constitution to 
stand the test of time because in multi-party democ- 


racy, government come and go. 


In Lusaka, UNIP secretary for information Bwendo Mu- 
lengela also insisted that the contentious clause on the 
presidential candidate in the Consitutional Amendment 
Bill was meant to bar Dr Kaunda from standing. He re- 
iterated that “law or no law” Dr Kaunda would contest 
the elections “otherwise chaos will break out in Zam- 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 13 


bia.” At a press briefing at Freedom House, the UNIP 
Headquarters, Mr Mulengela said it was not true that 
the clause was not meant for Dr Kaunda. 


Mr Mulengela said there was ample evidence that Dr 
Kaunda had already announced his comeback bid to 
active politics before MMD chairman Sikota Wina led 
a delegation of MMD leaders to present the party's 
position on presidential candidates to the Mwanakatwe 
Constitutional Review Commission. 


UNIP vice-president, Senior Chief Inyambo Yeta, said 
the remarks made by President Chiluba were very 
serious and that his party would be making its public 
stand known on Sunday. 


Elsewhere in Lusaka, Mr Chawinga laid charges that 
UNIP was desperately looking for means of wrestling 
power from the MMD after the nation inored calls for 
civil disobedience which was to be used to supplant 
government authority to set up a dictatorship under the 
guise of leaders of national unity. He said a sympathiser 
in UNIP had handed over a list of the 15 soldiers of 
fortune secretly sent to South Africa for military training 
which was handed over to the intelligence to investigate. 


Official sources in the military intelligence and special 
branch confirmed that such a report and list of names 
had been received and was getting maximum attention 
to reach at the truth of the alleged specialised training 
of mercenary retired officers in the defence and intelli- 
gence circles. 


He alleged that others were in Iraq for highly specialised 
training in assassination and destabilisation tactics after 
UNIP carried out a recruitment of retired officers and 
was infiltrating barracks to create cells in the defence 
forces. 


But Mr Zulu said he was not aware of any UNIP cadres 
sent outside the country for any kind of training, adding 
that it was the MMD which was recruiting 630 of its 
members to join the police force in readiness to rig the 
elections later this year. "The MMD is toying with the 
idea of handing over power to the army hoping they 
will give them a safe passage before surrendering power 
back to them. But the army will keep power,” Mr Zulu 
said in response to allegations from Mr Chawinga. 


Zambia: Donors Reportedly Fail To Answer 
Chilubae’s ‘Attack’ 

MB1503163496 Lusaka THE POST in English 
15 Mar 96 


[Report by Sipo Kapumba, received via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The donor community 
was yesterday guarded in its response to President 


report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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Chiluba'’s State House press conterence attack on them 
on Wednesday | 13 March). 


The President told his press conference audience that 
donor countries must respect Zambia's sovereignty by 
desisting from commenting on domestic issues. 


But United States Embassy spokesman Steadman 
Howard said his government was still reviewing the 
press conference and he could not say whether there 
would be an official response or not. He however re- 
peated his government's concerns about free elections 
and press freedom. 


"We are concerned as we have always been that there 
are free and fair elections and that press freedom is 
preserved,” Howard said in an interview yesterday, 
adding: “We are watching developments carefully.” 


And the usually outspoken German ambassador Peter 
Schmidt when approached responded: "As heads of 
missions, we are not in the habit of commenting on 
statements by the head of state. | have explained our 
position in the past and | have nothing to add.” 


An official from the Japanese Embassy said only the 
ambassador could comment on the issue and he was 
away attending a meeting. “I have no comment to 
make,” she said. 


Donors have at various fora stated that they wanted 
the constitution to be broadly based and adopted by 
consensus. Ai. »ng the countries that have said this are 
Britain, Denmark, Germany and the United States. 


Zambia: Ministers’ Foreign Travel Restrictions 
Lauded 


MB1503172896 Lusaka THE POST in English 
15 Mar 96 


[Report by Munachoonga H. Chipewo: “Ministers’ 
Foreign Travel Restriction Long Overdue" -—— received 
via Internet} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The restriction by the President 
on foreign travel by ministers and government officials 
was one of the most important strategic decisions to 
have been made in many years. 


The wealth of a nation is made in many ways. Some of 
the ways are the additions in assets from the beginning 
of a particular period to its end, the rehabilitation of 
existing asset stock and savings arising from cost cutting 
measures such as the ones announced by the President. 


The culture of spend thrift has not been with the 
nation for a long time. This is not surprising as 
the nation as a whole suffers from deficient strategic 


management practices. Strategic management of an 
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economy, whether macro or micro, depends largely 
on the ability of middle and top management statf in 
politics and business to manage information, whereupon 
a right decision making process can be based. In 
a nation where information management is strategic, 
invisible costs, which in the majority of cases Constitutes 
45 percent of the total costs, are drastically reduced 
There is really no compelling reason why home based 
minisvers should be globe trotting spending an enormous 
amount of hard earned toreign exchange in terms of 
allowances and expensive air fares when the country ts 
adequately represented in embassies of the countries so 
often visited 


What are the duties of the ambassadors, trade attaches 
and whatever other titles they are called if they can- 
not represent the ministries back home? This failure to 
practice Management principles of delegation, commu. 
nication, co-ordination and decision. making affects, not 
only the political sphere but the parastatal sector as well 


At one time, the former PTC [expansion unknown] won 
the best customer praise from Hotel Intercontinental 
because staff of the head office in Ndola often travelled 
to Lusaka on business en masse in spite of the existence 
of middle management staff representing the Head 
Office. who could submit: information required by 
management for decision making 


In Tazara [Tanzama-Zambia Railroad Authority] and 
Zambia Railways, it is common to see scores of 
managers on “trips” trom head office and regions 
spending millions of kwacha on subsistance for no 
results at all. In ministries such as education, agriculture 
and the like, chiet officers regularly travel to provinces 
and districts and yet no impact of the visits is made 
as schools are getting dirtier every day and extension 
workers do not even visit the farmers to advise them on 
how to preserve the little food they have produced, all 
because officers do not travel to work 


It 1s, therefore, safe to say that the motive for travel 
among politicrans and management staff in parastatal 
Organisations is not service to a large extent, but earning 
of extra income for personal wealth at the expense of 
national development 


What has happened, therefore, should be commended. 
because if it persists, it will bring about a new culture 
of work in government and ministers will ensure that 
their ministries design efficient information systems for 
efficient performance. The top-down and bottom-up 
management information strategy will definitely show 
up sooner than later the majority deadwood in the civil 
service locally and abroad and will give ministries the 
chance to boot them out on incompetence as part of the 
civil service reform programme 
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At the moment, they are hiding behind the visitations 
of bosses at places of work. The nation has to start 
from somewhere. Cost cutting should be enhanced 
everywhere in the nation if we are to develop. This 
should include chief executives who play golf during 
working hours when they are supposed to be in their 
offices producing and solving company problems. 


There is so much more play than work in this country 
that this has ultimately made Zambia a dull boy when 
others are busy working and developing. The sooner this 
is realised, the better. 


Zambia: Official Confirms Isreel Training 
Government Troops 

MB1803082696 Lusaka THE POST in English 
18 Mar 96 


[Report by Masauso Lungu; received via Internet] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Movement for Muluparty 
Democracy (MMD) has sent people to train in vari- 
ous military fields including guerrilla warfare, MMD 
national secretary, Michael Sata, disclosed in an inter- 
view yesterday. 


Sata was commenting on UNIP | United National Inde- 
pendence Party] vice-president Chief Inyambo’s allega- 
tions at yesterday's press conference that MMD has sent 
people to train in Israel to help rig the forthcoming elec- 
tions, but said it's not MMD as a party but government. 


"Yes, people have been sent to train abroad in various 
fields including medicine, law, engineering and others 
to fulfill government's policy,” Sata said, adding, “it 1s 
not MMD as a party which has sent them, but MMD as 
government.” 


He said government had sent people to train in various 
military fields to acquire new knowledge because it 
does not want to be caught napping by UNIP’s and 
ZDC's [Zambia Democratic Congress} violence threats. 
“What about all these threats from UNIP and ZDC on 
civil disobedience and violence? We do not want to 
be caught napping. and government has sent them to 
acquire new knowledge in various military disciplines 
including guernila warfare.” Sata said. 


Sata’s admission 1s further confirmation that there 1s 
more to the relationship between the Zambia govern- 
ment and the Israch intelligence service Mossad. Last 
year some diplomatic sources observed that about 500 
MMD cadres were trained in subversion by Mossad be- 
tween September and October in Chief Chiawa’s area. 


And Inyambo yesterday clamed MMD 1s training 
people in Israel to help in rigging the elections. “We 
have information MMD has sent people to train in Israel 
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to come and rig elections,” Inyambo claimed and denied 
his party was training an army in South Africa and Israel 
[as published]. 


Inyambo described MMD Lusaka province chairman 
Christoper Chawinga’s allegations as “total rubbish" 
and challenged police to get Chawinga to prove his 
allegations, “It's rubbish, and | challenge police to get 
Chawinga to prove his allegations against our party, it 
is not true, UNIP is not training any army," Inyambo 
said yesterday. 


But Chawinga yesterday refused to comment. "Not now, 
let them go to court then I will be more than ready to 
prove my allegations,” Chawinga said. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Officials Say Election To Proceed 
Despite ‘One Candidate’ 

MB1503174796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1736 GMT 15 Mar 96 


|FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE March 15 SAPA- 
AFP In a shock turnaround Friday, the Zimbabwe 
Government declared that presidential elections would 
go ahead at the weekend despite the withdrawal of all 
candidates challenging President Robert Mugabe. 


Registrar-general Tobaiwa Mudede, who said Thursday 
that “if there is only one candidate, there is no point 
in having an election”, told yournalists Friday might that 
the voting would go ahead because “we have got all our 
machinery in place.” 


Zimbabwe: United Parties Lose Court Case, Pull 
Out of Elections 


MB1/ 503200896 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 15 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zimbabwe's United Parties 
[UP] has pulled out of the presidential race after their 
application to the Supreme Court for the postponement 
of the presidential elections, pending the consideration 
of their challenge of the constitutionality of the Electoral 
Act and the Political Party's Finance Act was thrown 
out in a Supreme Court ruling today. UP’s secretary for 
information and publicity told journalists that in view of 
the application being turned down, the UP central com- 
mittee has decided to withdraw its participation from 
the race with immediate effect. Presiding judge, Justice 
Gubbay. dismissed the application for postponement, as 
they had come at the eleventh hour, and dismissed them 
as having no merit, and with full costs 
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Zimbabwe: Mugabe Says ‘Legally’ Two Candidates 
Cannot Withdraw 
MB1503194396 Harare Zimbabwe National 


Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 15 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} President Robert Mugabe has 
urged the Zimbabweans to turn up in full and cast 
their votes in tomorrow's presidential election. Relating 
to Bishop Abel Muzorewa's withdrawal today from 
the presidential race, Comrade Mugabe, said the law 
prohibits anyone contesting to withdraw less than 21 
days from polling day. Comrade Mugabe said legally 
both Reverend Sithole, and Bishop Muzorewa cannot 
do it, as their names will remain on the ballot papers. 
He expressed dismay that the two reverends have 
withdrawn from the presidential race at the last minute, 
when a lot of administrative work has been done to 
accommodate them. President Mugabe said the two have 
shown their true colors and naivete. He expressed the 
hope that the majority of Zimbabweans are going to 
the polls tomorrow and Sunday, despite the withdrawal. 
Comrade Mugabe will be casting his vote in Harare’s 
high density suburb of Highfield. 


Zimbabwe: Polling Stations ‘Virtually Deserted’ 
MB1603 144496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1217 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} HARARE, March 16 SAPA- 
AFP — Many Zimbabweans stayed away from the 
country’s presidential elections Saturday in polls where 
incumbent President Robert Mugabe is fighting two 
ghost opposition candidates. The electorate largely ig- 
nored the polls and went on their usual business saying 
they were not going to bother voting because they did 
not see how they could choose a leader where there is 
only one candidate. 


The two challengers, Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole and 
Bishop Abel Muzorewa, pulled out three days and a 
few hours ago, respectively, leaving Mugabe as the 
sole standing candidate. While the two have effectively 
pulled out, authorities say theoretically they are still in 
the race, as legally any withdrawal can only be accepted 
if submitted 2! days before the polling day. 


Many polling stations mm and around the capital were 
virtually deserted with some polling officers busy read- 
ing newspapers as the process began with less than 100 
ballots cast in the first three hours at each of the thou- 
sands of booths in this country of 4.9 million registered 
and eligible voters. 


Mugabe was the 21st voter to cast his ballot at an empty 
polling station in Highfield constituency of 47,915 
registered voters about two hours after the polling 
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started. He immediately left for neighbouring South 
Africa for a meeting with President Nelson Mandela, 
Ketumile Masire of Botswana and King Mswati III of 
Swaziland. 


In what is seen by observers as a desperate bid to 
arrest apathy, the election authorities have been running 
regular announcements on state radio urging people to 
go and vote despite there being only one candidate. 
"The purported withdrawal (of Muzorewa and Sithole) 
is of no legal force or effect,” said an announcement 
which further appealed to all Zimbabweans to go and 
“excercise their legal right to vote.” 


A number of popular football matches in this soccer- 
loving country, have been postponed to avoid disrupting 
the elections. 


A few voters at a rural Domboshawa village some 40 
km north of Harare told AFP they were unhappy to vote 
for one candidate, but the exercise had become a social 
event. "I am not happy with these elections, but | just 
came to vote because everyone is supposed to be doing 
so,” said an old woman, who was visibly uncomfortable 
and declined to give her name. 


Rural Zimbabweans, who in recent years were heavily 
© pendent on relief aid, distributed mainly through 
ruling party machinery, are believed to have been 
somewhat intimidated into voting and macs to believe 
that if they shun the elections, they will not receive food 
in lean times of drought. 


Reports being broadcast on radio from various remote 
Outlying areas indicate the voting trend to be slow. 


Meanwhile the ruling party of Mugabe has also dis- 
missed the opposition pull-out as aimed at frustrating 
the democratic process. "The people must not pay any 
heed to this plainly deceitful act of irresistibility by these 
treacherous opposition politicians who are trying to frus- 
trate the process of deniocracy and good governance in 
the country,” said a pariy statement urging people to 
vote for the only standing candidate. 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe Says Opponents Not ‘Tough’ 
Enough 


MB1603165096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1550 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria March 16 SAPA — 
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe on Saturday said 
his opponents in that country's presidential elections 
had withdrawn “when they found the going was too 
tough for them". “Only the tough can get going when 
the situation 1s tough.” he said in Pretoria after meeting 
President Nelson Mandela along with his Botswana 
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counterpart Ketumile Masire and [words indistinct] in 
the process, and obviously we will win it.” 


Presidential candidate Bishop Abnel Muzorewa on Fri- 
day withdrew from the election, contending it would not 
be democratic under existing Zimbabwean laws. The 
Rev Ndabaning: Sithole recently also pulled out of the 
contest. 


Mugabe on Saturday denied Zimbabwe's Constitution 
was not democratic enough to allow opposition. Very 
few changes had been made to the Constitution which 
had been negotiated in Lancaster House, Britain, before 
the country’s independence, he said. 


One major amendment after the first seven years was 
abolishing the reservation of 20 parliamentary seats for 
whites. 


“There is no provision in the constitution which we re- 
gard as undemocratic,” Mugabe said. This also applied 
to legislation providing for the state funding the elec- 
tions campaigns for parties with at least 15 parliamen- 
tary seats. “Perhaps you can say the minimum ts too 
high,” Mugabe said. “But even if we brought it down to 
five...there is only Sithole who has two seats. What are 
we to do about that? They have no membership. They 
are free to organise. That is the situatvai We stll enjoy 
the total support of the people except on two constituen- 
cies.” 


Zimbabwe: Flection Official Calls Urban Turnout 
‘Moderate 

MBI603185/%° Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1829 GMT 1) Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcriocd Text} HARARE March 16 SAPA 
— About 435,000 voters, or nearly nine per cent of 
Zimbabwe's estimated electorate of about 4.8 million 
voters, had passed their ballots by 1PM on Saturday, the 
first day of the country's two-day presidential election, 
officials announced. 


There was a pattern of a “moderate” turnout in urban 
areas, while large numbers came to vote in the coun- 
tryside, said Mariyawanda Nzuwah, chairman of the 
election directorate, although reports from urban cen- 
tres suggested very low numbers were voting. 


Analysts have been predicting a poor percentage poll 
in the towns and cities of the country, especially 
after confusion during the week over the withdrawal 
from the election by opposition candidates Bishop Abel 
Muzorewa, leader of the opposition United Parties, 
and the Rev Ndabaning: Sithole, head of the ZANU 
[Zimbabwe African National Union] (Ndonga) party. 
Both have claimed unfair practises and cheating by the 


government. 
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Election officials, after stating earlier that the with- 
drawals would force the cancellation of the elections and 
leave President Robert Mugabe to be declared elected 
unopposed, announced late Friday night that the two op- 
position politicians’ withdrawals had been lodged too 
late to be accepted. 


Muzorewa, 71, said in a statement on Saturday that 
"I am physically, politically, mentally, and spiritually 
totally and effectively out of this fraudulent activity 


“That the election had gone ahead was “a whitewashing 
exercise to save Mr Mugabe from humiliation, shame 
and exposure.” [quotation marks as received] 


Sithole said, “I am out. | am not running. It's ridiculous, 
it’s a farce. I have not authorised anyone to count votes 
for me.” 


Mugabe, 72. is seeking another six-year term to add 
to his 16 years in office since independence in 1980, 
and is expected easily to overwhelm his opponents. 
He campaigned heavily during the last six weeks in 
what observers say was an attempt to counter growing 
antagonism to his regime and widespread corruption and 
mismanagement associated with it. 


On Saturday morning, nearly two hours after polling 
stations opened, Mugabe cast his vote in his Harare 
township constituency of Highheld, which has nearly 
48,000 voters, and found only one person in the line 
ahead of him at the Cyril Jennings hall. Reports trom 
all over the country’s urban areas cited trickles of voters 
arriving at polling stations and no sign of election tever. 
But Nzuwah said there was “quite a large turnout in 
most rural constituencies’. 


Previous elections have shown Mugabe to be heavily 
supported by the country’s peasant population in the 
countryside, where poor families are regularly hit by 
drought and made dependent on state emergency food 
reef. Human nights organisations also accuse Mugabe's 
ruling ZANU (PF) [Patriotic Front] party officials of 
threatening peasant families with the withdrawal of 
drought relief if they tail to support Mugabe 


Voting ends at 7PM on Sunday and officials say results 
can be expected by Monday night. 


Zimbabwe: Offical Reports Low Turn-Out in 
‘Peaceful’ Elections 
MB1703184796 Harare Zimbabwe National 


Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 17 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] By | o'clock this afternoon 
about 1.2 million people of the 4.9 million registered 
voters had cast their votes throughout Zimbabwe The 
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chairman of the election directorate, Dr. Mariyawanda 
Nzuwah, said the low turn-out in some rural areas they 
visited today, like Makoni East in Manicaland, was due 
to people thinking that there were no elections, as they 
had learned that the two other candidates had pulled out. 


Speaking at a news conference this evening, Dr. 
Nzuwah said despite this, elections were conducted in 
a peaceful manner, adding that the only problem was 
polling officials facing difficulties in sending updates, 
due to poor communication and lack of resources. 


On whether voting times would be extended, Dr. 
Nzuwah said no, but pointed out that in areas where 
there are queues, special arrangements had been made. 


He indicated that some polling agents for the United 
Parties submitted complaints that it was unfair for 
retired Bishop Abel Muzorewa to withdraw, as they had 
worked hard for him and put all the mechanisms on the 
ground for the elections. 


Registra; General Tobaiwa Mudede said counting of 
votes »./l begin tomorrow, but pointed out that he had 
received reports of nonaccredited Irish journalists who 
tried to force their way through into polling stations 
in Mashonaland Central. He, however, pointed out that 
voting in rural areas remained higher than that in urban 
areas, adding that today’s queues in most rural areas 
they visited today were not as long as yesterday's. 


Zimbabwe: Apathy, Hostility, Anger Reported in 
Wake of Election 


MBI703191796 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1800 GMT 17 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] In Zimbabwe, presidential 
elections continued today in a one-horse race marked 
by voter apathy. President Robert Mugabe is assured of 
victory, as the last two opponents pulled out at the last 
minute. 


[Begin recording] [SABC correspondent Chris Bishop] 
[passage omitted] The elections were effectively made 
a nonevent by the stepping-down of the last challenger, 
Bishop Abel Muzorewa, on the eve of voting. Support- 
ers announced his withdrawal after they lost a court 
action to postpone the elections. They claim elections 
in Zimbabwe are unfair, and should not be held until 
their objections are heard in court. 


{United Parties spokesman Isaac Manyembe] We would 
have all Zimbabweans. and the world at large. to know 
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that the United Parties will continue to fight vigorously, 
until we destroy Mr. Mugabe's corrupt, one-party state 
dictatorship. 


[Bishop] In the squatter camps of Zimbabwe, voting has 
been exceptionally slow. Many people here are angry at 
the millions of dollars spent on a contest without an 
Opponent, money that could have housed the thousands 
of landless living in this holding camp on the outskirts 
of Harare. 


{Unidentified camp resident] It is a good idea to build 
the houses, then do the elections later, because it's 
pointless if I live in a plastic [sheet], and | go for 
elections, it's useless. 


[Bishop] The foregone conclusion is unlikely to change 
things for these people, but could attract greater scrutiny 
of Zimbabwe's democratic process. This election has 
been seen by many as an expensive charade. President 
Mugabe now has the difficult task of convincing the 
international community that democratic choice exists 
in his country. Chris Bishop tor SABC television news, 
Zimbabwe. [end recording] 


Zimbabwe: Voter Turnout 31.3 Percent, Lowest 
Ever 


MB/803140696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1347 GMT 18 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} HARARE March 18 SAPA - 
About 1.5 million voters, 31.3 percent of the electorate, 
had turned out for Zimbabwe's two-day presidential 
election which ended on Sunday night, officials said 
on Monday. This is the lowest turnout in any election 
in Zimbabwe and well below the 2.6 million, or 53 
percent of registered voters, who cast ballots in the last 
presidential elections in 1990. 


Election directorate chairman Mariyawanda Nzuwah 
said about a dozen constituencies had yet to report 
However, observers said these figures would make little 
difference to the total. 


President Robert Mugabe campaigned vigorously in the 
run-up to the poll to try to dispel some dissatisfaction 
with his rule and corruption and mismanagement in gov- 
ernment. Living standards of Zimbabwe's 10.6 million 
people have fallen sharply in recent years. 
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The results of the first seven constituencies confirmed 
expectations that Mugabe would easily overwhelm his 
unwilling opponents, Bishop Abel Muzorewa, 71, leader 
of the United Parties, and Rev Ndabaning: Sithole, 76, 
head of the ZANU [Zimbabwe Afncan National Union| 
(Ndonga) Party. Both pulled out of the poll last week 
but were then told their letters of withdrawal had come 
too late to be recognised. 


The exception among the first seven results was in the 
constituency of Chipinge South, Sithole’s parliamentary 
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seat, where the former Methodist lay preacher won 
3,297 votes, 116 ahead of Mugabe. Just 7,170 of 44,000 
registered voters turned up. 


Electoral officials have attributed the low turnout to Mu- 
zorewa and Sithole’s withdrawal. People were reluctant 
to vote as there was only one real candidate, they said 
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Benin Electoral Commission Says Ready for Elections on 
; 18 March 
as Presidential Decree Sets Elections for 18 AB1603161396 Cotonou Office de 
a 


ABI503213296 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1930 GMT 15 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] We are beginning this cast with 
the head of state's decree calling upon the electorate to 
vote following the constitutional court's decision. The 
decree reads: 


Article | — The electorate is invited to vote on 18 
March in the presidential elections. Consequently, 18 
March 1s declared a paid holiday throughout the national 
territory. 


Article 2 — The campaign tor the second round of the 
presidential elections opens at 0600 GMT on 13 March 
and closes at 2300 GMT on 16 March. 


Article 3 — Voting in the presidential elections begins 
at 0600 GMT on 18 March and ends at 1600 GMT. At 
any rate, polling stations which open late are authorized 
to continue with their electoral operations until the 
duration of 10 hours of voting 1s completed. 


Article 4 — Voting cannot continue in a polling station 
if the ballot papers of a candidate have run out. Voting 
must resume, at least, as soon as the said ballot papers 
are supplied to the polling station. The duration of the 
time voting has been interrupted will be taken into 
account. 


Article 5 — In application of Article 38 of Law No. 
94-013, Line 4 of 17 January 1995, at the time voting 
is over, the presiding officer declares the polling station 
closed, counts the number of voters still in the line, 
and collects the voters’ cards wich he puts on the 
table in front of the polling agents. Only voters whose 
cards have been collected are authorized to vote after 
the voting hours. 


Article 6 — The minister of state in charge of the coor- 
dination of the governmental activities and national de- 
fense, the minister of interior, security, and territorial ad- 
ministration and the president of Independent Electoral 
Commission are charged, each within his area of respon- 
sibility, with the execution of this decree which abro- 
gates all previous arrangements contrary to the present 
ones 


Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1930 GMT 15 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Independent National Elec- 
toral Commission [CENA] is working overtime in 
preparation for the elections. According to its presi- 
dent, Leopold Dossou, all the necessary arrangements 
are being made for the smooth running of the 18 March 
elections. Let's listen to Leopold Dossou speak to Wabi 
Boukary: 


[Begin recording] [Dossou] The voter registrars are 
ready. That of the Atlantique Region, which had not 
been ready [words indistinct] since yesterday and those 
of the other regions are also ready. The envelopes 
were not ready, but this morning [words indistinct] 
we received additional envelopes. We also have the 
ballot papers of the candidates, as well as the print- 
outs, staples, and other necessary equipment. We can 
say, therefore, that as far as these issues are concerned, 
there is no problem. All the voting materials are being 
dispatched to the regions. 


{Boukary] Listening to you attentively, one has the 
impression that the CENA has been preparing for the 
elections on 18 March for a long time. 


|[Dossou] We are trying to do everything possible to be 
read) for 18 March, because, as the law has imposed 
it on us to organize the elections on 18 March, we are 
trying to get ready for it on that date. 


|Boukary] You are ready to organize the elections on 
18 March. Are you orgamizing it [words indistinct] are 
you really ready for it? 


[Dossou] We are almost ready to run the elections. We 
could have tried to be better prepared for it had it been 
on 21 March. Presently, we have no choice; that 1s why 
we are organizing 't for 18 March. [end recording] 


For Leopold Dossou, the major difficulty les in training 
the large number of supervising officials. Between and 
20 and 25 percent of the polls, he said, were canceled 
because of the poor training of his officials. Having 
made this remark, supplementary training will be given, 
Mr. Dossou continued. He reiterated that documents 
will be given to the polling officials while an audio- 
visual documentary film will be realized to sensitize the 
electorate. 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and —"s 


1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-053 
18 March 1996 


Benin: Secound Round Voting Begins After 
‘Minor’ Delay 

AB/ 803122596 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
0800 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The second round of the 
presidential election is taking place in Benin today. 
Polling stations opened their doors at 0700 this morning, 
and voting is going on normally. However, voters are 
not coming out yet in large numbers. David Ogouchina, 
our correspondent in the Mono Prefecture, takes stock 
of the situation there: 


[Ogouchina} “Nothing had started yet at 0700 in 
Athieme, and nobody could be found at the polling 
stations at Athieme-Gan and Vodji. It was only at 
Adoloke I that the electoral operations shyly began 
at 0706 with the arrival of the presiding officer and 
his assistant who were later joined by the secretary. 
At Azove, only three out of the four polling stations’ 
members were present. Representatives of the compet- 
ing parties are expected there before the closing of the 
stations. In Lokossa, precisely in Tchikome- Togueme, 
two long queues of voters witnessed the putting in 
place of the ballot boxes at 0723. [passage omitted]" 


Let us go now to the OQueme Prefecture to listen to 


correspondent Denis Tessera: 


[Tessera] "In the Queme Prefecture, electoral operations 
began in a calm atmosphere. Early this morning, we 
visited a number of polling stations to note the actual 
beginning of the election. In the Achegounte II ward, 
Degue-Gare municipality in Porto-Novo, We witnessed 
the beginning of the operations. The ballot box, which 
was opened before a large crowd of voters who had 
been waiting since 0600, was later closed and sealed, 
and this operation was followed by actual beginning of 
voting. In Porto-Novo, the administrative capital, voters 
came out in large numbers, and already at 0700, long 
queues began to take shape outside the polling stations. 
Most of them opened their doors at 0700 except at 
the Ogania Gare South, where people were waiting to 
know why the envelops were stained with indelible ink. 
After the explanations given by the prefectural electoral 
commission officials, the operations began at (740. That 
is what we have noted so far in Porto-Novo.” 


As part of the beginning of the election, a team of Radio 
Parakou correspondents visited 12 polling stations. 
Voters are seen waiting in long queues outside polling 
stations. There are some shortcomings but without 
significant impacts on the poll. Correspondent Simba 
Bakoubere has the details: 
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|Bakoubere] “Most of the polling stations opened their 
doors at 0700. Out of the 12 polling stations that our 
correspondent team visited, seven actually started the 
electoral operations at 0700. The rest experienced some 
problems due either to the delay noted in delivering 
the electoral equipment or in putting in place polling 
booths. In short, minor shortcomings were noted, but 
they did not have any effects on the smooth conduct of 
the poll. Everywhere we went, calm and serenity were 
noted. [passage omitted)" 


The poll is going on relatively better at the polling 
stations of Zogbo, Fifadji, and Kouhounoun wards in 
Cotonou. The delay noted varies from zero to one hour 
according to the polling stations. In general, electoral 
equipment is available, and a better organization has 
enabled the long queues of voters to vote quickly 
and leave. However, there are some problems of non- 
used polling booths and ballot papers. Hubert Didier 
Madassime has the details: 


[Madassime] “Our correspondent team visited the 
polling stations located in the Les Cototiers, Gbegamey, 
and Dagbedji wards two hours after the beginning of 
the presidential poll. In general, everything is going on 
normally and in a calm atmosphere. At all those polling 
stations, there are long queues of people wanting to 
vote. All of them are showing their desire to carry out 
their civic duty. Apart from the minor shortcomings 
due to the delay observed by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission in dispatching voter lists there, 
everything is going on incident-free. [passage omitted]" 


Benin: Voting Coninues; ‘Minor’ Incidents 
Reported 

AB1 803130796 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1000 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Today 1s the big day, and 
since this morning, voters are rushing to the polling 
stations which mostly opened their doors at (700. 
[passage omitted] Our correspondents are working hard 
in all the prefectures so that wherever you may be, 
you can follow this historic presidential election as 
if you were there. Let us go to Natitingou, where 
correspondent Benoit Siavi Hounsinou is following the 
Operations in the Atacora Prefecture: 


{[Hounsinou] “The Atacora citizens went massively to 
the poll as part of the second round of the presidential 
elections. Very early in the morning, voters in long 
queues were seen outside the polling stations in the city 
of Natitingou to carry out their civic duty and elect 
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their head of state. [passage omitted] According to the 
latest reports reaching us at the Prefecture of Natitingou, 
everything is going on normally and in tranquility 
except a minor problem noted in the municipality of 
Tchakarakou, Subprefecture of Toukountouna, where 
the operations began at 0900. Right now, total peace is 
prevailing, and the instructions given by the authorities 
are respected throughout the prefecture, mainly in 
Natitingou, where no anomalies were reported” 


In the Zou Prefecture, correspondent Salomon Vide- 
houenou is also visiting polling stations. He called us 
up from Cove: 


{Videhoueno:' “After Bohicon, we went to Sodohome, 
where the electoral operations were interrupted for 15 
minutes, because candidate Mathieu Kerekou's repre- 
sentative said that the polling booth should have not 
been placed outside. This is because, by Joing so, it 
could be known for whom the voter has voted and this 
could result in incidents. Finally, candidate representa- 
tives and polling stations’ officials succeeded in under- 
standing each other. [passage omitted]" 


Not far from Cotonou, Francois Agossou was at So- 
Ava, let us listen to his report: 


[Agossou] "The So-Ava citizons have been voting since 
this morning in their lakeside town. They are voting in 
large numbers without constraint and rush. They are 
voting to elect the next head of state in an orderly 
manner. [passage omutted]" 


Voting is also going on in Cotonou. Didier Hubert 
Dassime, you are the one touring the economic capital, 
aren't you? 


[Dassime] Yes, an incident nearly brought to a halt 
the operations at the polling stations located inside 
the Houeyiho Junion High School. What is it exactly? 
Severin Adjovi, an official of the coalition of parties 
supporting candidate Kerekou, noted in one of the 
polling stations of the high school that the ballot papers 
of the two candidates do not have the same size. We met 
with the presiding officer who explained what actually 


[Unidentified officer] “We began the operations at 0723, 
but we noted that around 0930, Mr. Adjovi arrived and 
verified the voting material. He then noted that the ballot 
papers did not have the same size. He wanted to call 
the polling officers to witness, which brought about a 
minor protest by people present there, but we succeeded 
in understanding each other. He asked us to mention 
the anomaly in the report. When he was verifying the 
equipment, he demanded us to stop the voting. That is 
all.” 
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[Dassime} “Did you stop the voting?” 


{Officer} “Oh, no. We told him that he has no right 
to interrupt the voting and that his representative can 
mention the incident in the report. [passage omitted]" 


Benin: Two Presidential Candidates Cast Votes, 
Comment 


AB1803150496 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1200 GMT 18 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Today 1s the day for the second 
round of the presidential election which began at 0700 
this morning throughout the country. In general, every- 
thing is going well, and Beninese are carrying out their 
civic duty in a calm atmosphere. The two candidates 
voted in Cotonou this morning. Didier Hubert Madas- 
sime, you were there: 


|Madassime] Yes, indeed. It was at 1135 that incumbent 
President Nicephore Dieudonne Soglo, seeking a sec- 
ond term of office, carried out his civic duty at polling 
station no. | located inside the Les Cocotiers Primary 
School. Of course, he was accompanied by his wife, 
Rosine Vieyra-Soglo. After casting his vote, Mr. Soglo 
gave his impressions to national and international cor- 
respondents: 


[Begin recording] |[Soglo] My entire wish 1s to see love 
prevail over hatred — and that is the advice given 
everywhere — so that this country can come out of 
this election united. That 1s the most important wish we 
want to express today. [Words indistinct] and my other 
wish is that — as people say — may God's will be done, 
since, as it 1s popularly said, the voice of the people is 
the voice of God. 


So, that is our ardent desire for this country. I think 
that the true hinterland is aware of our devotion for this 
country. It is true that we are human beings with our 
faults, but nobody can deny our love for this country. 
I think that the country and the entire people support 
us, and | am aware of it. What I simply regret is that 
I did not get the chance of can.paigning for one week. 
The campaign period was reduced to three days, but the 
people also know about that. [end recording] 


Candidate Mathieu Kerekou carried out his civic duty 
at 1215 at polling station no. | close to the mosque 
of Zongo ward. It was under the protection of his 
bodyguards and the State Security Police elements thai 
Mr. Kerekou could vote as the crowd awaiting him was 
so large. Among the crowd were correspondents, his 
supporters, and curious bystanders. No incidents were 
reported. Let us listen to the candidate's impressions 
after he cast his vote: 
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[Begin Kerekou recording] Like all Beninese and as 
a simple citizen, I have just carried out my duty. My 
impressions can be suimmed up in a few words: May 
the best man win, and today everybody will know that 
the Almighty loves Benin and the Beninese people. [end 
recording] 


Cote d’ Ivoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Lebanese Parliament Speaker Berri 
Begins Visit 

AB1603182296 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 1300 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} Nabih Birri, speaker of the 
Lebanese National Assembly, arrived in Abidjan this 
morning {for a few days’ visit to Cote d'Ivoire. Kone 
Lansine has the details: 


[Begin recording] {[Lansine] It was at 0930 on the 
dot that the Middle East Airlines aircraft, which was 
flying the Lebanese National Assembly speaker, landed 
at the Felix Houphouet-Boigny International Airport 
of Abidjan. Mr. Birri arrived from Brazil, where he 
chaired a meeting of Lebanese origin deputies of that 
country. The Lebanese official, who is chairman of the 
Shi'ite Amal Party, was clected speaker of the 128- 
member Lebanese National Assembly in 1992. He will 
take advantage of his visit to meet with the Ivorian 
authorities, mainly Charles Bauza Donwahi, his Ivorian 
counterpart. Let us listen to Mr. Berri talking about the 
issues he will discuss with the Ivorian authorities: 


(Birr, in Arabic with passage-by-passage translation 
into French] The purpose of my visit is to reinforce, 
develop, and increase cultural and socioeconomic rela- 
tions of friendship between Cote d'Ivoire and Lebanon. 
To be frank, I v. ould say that Cote d'Ivoire represents 
the gateway to Africa for Lebanese. Similarly, Lebanon, 
of course, will be the gateway to Arab countries for 
Africans. Lebanese immigrants could be a link between 
Africa and Arab countries. I could also add that what 
links me to Africa — I was born in Africa — 1s a spe- 
cial relation based on love. You cannot ask somebody 
who was born in Afnca why he comes and visits his 
birth place. [end recording] 


Cote d'Ivoire: Defense Minister Concerned About 
Incursions From Liberia 


ABI703175596 Abidjan TV-Deux Network in French 
2030 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{FBIS Translated }:xcerpt] The minister of defense was 
on a visit to the Liberian border, where the situation 1s 
still tense. Minister Bandama Nguatta went there on a 
fact-finding tour because rumors have been circulating 
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for some time now. He met some Liberian officers with 
whom he held discussions. Details with Louis Adje: 


{Begin recording] [Adje] Nowadays, the geographic 
situation, which is harmful to Cote d'Ivoire due to the 
civil war in Liberia, exposes our country to attacks from 
outside. Prompted by hatred and driven by starvation, 
Liberian combatants — each faction taking its turn 
— are launching raids on Ivorian territory, leaving 
casualties after each incurston. The defense minister 
went to the front and visited the Mion Bridge, which 
is a natural border with Liberia. Informed of the 
presence of the Ivorian minister and members of the 
government in the zone, the chief of security for the 
Liberian checkpoint in the village of Doulle, Colonel 
(O. Parkner) of the Liberia Peace Council, flanked by 
a few elements of his forces, came to greet the Ivorian 
delegation. 


((Parkner), in English fading into French translation] 
Liberia and Cote d'Ivoire .... [changes thought] (lt 
is) with great pride that we receive today the defense 
minister of Cote d'Ivoire, who came to see us. He ts 
welcome to enter our territory anytime as the defense 
minister of Cote d'Ivoire. My boys and I were here 
in the morning to welcome him. If possible, we would 
like the minister to come and visit our base and see our 
living conditions. We are soldiers. 


{Adje] Col. (O. Parkner) 1s 26. Another boy, aged 15, 
wearing a black T—shirt, 1s a major. He is carrying 
a genuine machine gun. This boy 1s not playing a 
war game. He is waging war along with his comrades. 
[passage omitted] Col. (O. Parkner) and Minister Ngatta, 
held cordial talks but the tone remains very firm on the 
Ivorian side. 


|Ngatta] We are in a country where all balances have 
been broken and one has to group two or three people to 
form an armed gang. And you can see that the soldiers 
of this group are just 15-year-old kids. I appreciate 
the colonel’s invitation, but my mission ts not to visit 
Liberia to see what is happening there, but rather to 
check on Ivonan terntory. I thank him for his invitation 
All we are asking here 1s that each and everyone of us 
remains on his own territory and works for peace there. 
Maybe there are elements that the colonel himself 1s not 
controlling, but we regret the fact that some of these 
elements launch incursions into Ivonan terntory and 
attack Ivorians. We do not like that. We are saying that 
we are ready to denounce that tact. Otherwise, there 1s 
no problem opposing us. What we want 1s for his troops 
to behave well. No element should claim to be a member 
of his troops and then go on incursions, disrupting the 
peace in Cote d'Ivoire. In the face of such incursions, we 
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shall be forced to react to protect our people. [passage 
omitted] [end recording} 


Niger 


Niger: Mainassara Meets With Libyan Ambassador 


AB/ 503163096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 15 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} We start the news with the ap- 
pointments of the chairman of the National Salvation 
Council. The Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
intends to contribute 500 million CFA francs to our 
country. The ambassador of this sister country accred- 
ited to Niger made the announcement this morning after 
a meeting with the head of state. Let us listen to His 
Excellency Husayn al-Kuni in a statement recorded by 
Jameson Maiga. 


(Begin al-Kuni recording, in Arabic fading into French 
translation] | had the honor of being received by the 
CSN chairman to whom I conveyed the fraternal greet- 
ings of the guide of the revolution. | also wished him 
full success in his endeavors. In addition, | discussed 
with Mr. Chairman the strengthening of ties between 
our two countries. 


As you know, Niger and Libya are united by long- 
standing historical ties. The Libyan people have always 
supported the sister nation of Niger, and have always 
wished for them stability, progress, and prosperity. The 
Libyan people are not stingy when it comes to helping 
the sister country of Niger. Even if the unjust embargo 
imposed on the Libyan people [words indistinct] they 
know that they have always been accepted by their 
friends such as the people of Niger. 


Niger is experiencing a very difficult situation, and | 
would like to inform the people of Niger that their 
sister people of Libya have decided to grant them an 
assistance of $2 million to help them in this time of 
crisis. The grant is intended to support the budget and 
also help to pay workers’ salaries. 


Libya does not support terrorism, rather, it has always 
condemned terrorism in all its forms. Therefore, I refuse 
to accept that Libya supports terrorism. | must, however, 
point out that Libya has even been a victim of terrorism. 
We have always asked that a conference be held in order 
to define what people mean by terrorism. A nation that 
is fighting for its freedom and independence cannot be 
accused of being a terronst or of supporting terrorism. | 
wish to stress once again that Libya condemns terrorism 
in all its forms. [end recording] 
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Nigeria 


Nigeria: ‘Restriction of Movement’ Announced For 
16 March Election 


AB! 503191096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 15 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] There will be restriction of 
movement during tomorrow's ward delegates election. 
The chairman of the National Electoral Commission 
of Nigeria [NECON], Chief Sumner Dagogo-Jack gave 
this indication in a nationwide broadcast on the election. 
He said that those normally engaged in social services 
would not be affected by the restriction. (passage 
omitted] 


On media coverage, he appealed for continued fair and 
balanced reporting. The NECON chairman reminded 
media houses of the provisions of the electoral decree 
on the announcement of results. The decree prohibits 
media houses from announcing election results other 
than those released by NECON. 


Nigeria: Opposition Official Arrested Ahead of 16 
Mar Elections 


AB/503195496 Paris AFP in French 
1908 GMT 15 Mar 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Lagos, 15 Mar (AFP) — A 
large number of security agents raided the headquarters 
of the Campaign for Democracy [CD], the major 
opposition coalition and human rights advocate in 
Nigeria, late yesterday evening and arrested its chairman 
for Lagos, one of its leaders announced today. 


According to CD Secretary General Joe Okei inter- 
viewed on the phone by AFP, “the security agents, about 
40 in number, entered the secretariat by forcing the 
doors open and turning upside down the drawers which 
they emptied.” Muyima Idowu, CD chairman for Lagos, 
was beaten up and taken away, Mrs. Okei added. 


The residence of CD’s national chairman, Dr. Beko 
Ransome- Kuti, which is next to the movement's head- 
quarters, was also searched in the presence of his chil- 
dren, she added. Ransome-Kuti, a doctor, is currently 
serving a 15-year jail term for the alleged abortive coup 
d'etat of March 1995. 


Mrs. Oke: further stated that the movement had received 
information that one of the CD leaders in Edo State, 
Osagie Obayuwana, was arrested in Benin City, the Edo 
State capital, yesterday. 


The arrest of CD activists and the raid on the move- 
ment’s headquarters came a few hours after a group 
calling itself the Joint Action Committee and affiliated 
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with the CD had held a news conference, calling for 
a boycott of tomorrow's local elections. Mrs. Okei at- 
tended the news conference, which was held at a secret 
venue for security reasons. 


The CD is “still strongly opposed to this election,” she 
said. "The CD will not be cowed and will not succumb 
to any amount of intimidation or harassment. We will 
continue to fight this regime and its political program," 
she asserted. [passage omitted] 


Nigeria: Radio Reports ‘Large’ Turnout for Local 
Elections 


AB1603205496 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 16 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports from various parts 
of the country say the turnout for the delegates ward 
election has been encouraging. Our correspondent in 
Lagos described the large turnout of voters as indication 
of the people's support for the transition to civil rule 


program. 


The state administrator, Colonel Lagunsoye Oyinlola, 
expressed satisfaction with the turnout and peaceful 
conduct of the election. The administrator personally 
monitored the election at Ikeja, Shomolu, Mushe, Lagos 
Island, and Ikorodu Local Government Area, where 
many voters turned out for accreditation and consequent 
election. 


From Akwa Ibom State, our correspondent, who mon- 
itored the exercise in some local government areas, re- 
ports that the polling centers witnessed unprecedented 
crowd. As early as seven o'clock [0600 GMT] in the 
morning, voters had began trekking out to polling cen- 
ters. NECON [National Electoral Commission of Nige- 
ria] officials were equally at hand with material and the 
registration of voters commenced on schedule. Reports 
from all the centers say the exercise was peaceful and 
orderly. The administrator of Akwa Ibom State, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Yakubu Bako, who monitored the exer- 
cise, opserved that it was a huge success. 


In Benue State, the local government election also 
recorded a large turnout of voters. Our correspondent 
who monitored the election in Makurdi, Guma, Booko., 
and Otoroko local government areas, reports of peaceful 
conduct of the exercise. On more centers, however, 
voting started after one o'clock {1200 GMT] because 
of the delay in accreditation of voters. 


Some of the voters, who expressed concerr. over inade- 
quate number of polling officials and voting materials, 
called on NECON to redress the situation in future elec- 
tion. The administrator, Group Captain Joshua Obademi. 
expressed delight with the massive turnout of voters and 
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directed the state administrative secretary of NECON to 
create additional centers to enable voters exercise their 
civic right, 


In Abuja, the federal capital, however, the ward dele- 
gates election in most polling stations was characterized 
by inadequate election materials, electoral officers, and 


late commencement of registration and accreditation of 


voters. Our correspondents, who went round the city, 
reports that this made the voting process to be chaotic 
and far behind schedule in most of the polling stations. 


In Garki and Kudua areas, registration and accreditation 
of voters did not start on schedule and went beyond one 
o'clock in the afternoon when voting was scheduled to 
end. At the Garki Primary School voting center, there 
were only five electoral officers, who attended to about 
8,000 voters, and a handful of policemen to control the 
crowd. 


Meanwhile, the leader of the U.S. monitoring team, 
Mr. [name indistinct], said in all the district elections 
held in the United States, he had never seen people 
responding the way Nigerians responded to the ward 
delegates election. Mr. [name indistinct] called on the 
Federal Government to introduce the technology that 
will give the people the opportunity to vote with ease. 


In Kogi State, the accreditation of voters for the 
ward delegates election went on smoothly in most 
polling centers. Our correspondent in Lokoja reports 
that thousands of voters trekked out in the morning 
to perform their civic responsibility. In some polling 
centers, there were complaints of inadequate electoral 
personnel, security and voting materials. Some people, 


however, expressed dismay over the preparedness of 


NECON in the state and suggested that unless it 
redoubles its efforts, the success of future elections will 
be a mirage. Our correspondent observes that many 
eligible voters could not be accredited in some polling 
centers within Lokoja and its environs due to the large 
turnout of people. 


Nigeria: TV Reports Local Election ‘Generally 
Peaceful’ in Abuja 

ABI703161196 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 16 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The election of ward dele- 
gates for the local government chairmanship was held 
throughout the country today. In Abuja, the election was 
generally peaceful and orderly. except in Akpu legisla- 
tive village and Wase Zone 6 where security agents and 
NECON [National Electoral Commission of Nigeria] of- 
ficials had difficulty in controlling the crowd because 
of the large turnout. Correspondents Vera Chiwomba 


report may comain copyrighted material. Copying and meee 
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and Garba Abubakar report that Information and Cul- 
ture Minister Dr. Walter Ofonagoro went round some 
States to monitor the election. Another state observer 
team was also there to monitor the conduct of the elec- 
tion and Garba Haza reports: 


[Begin recording] (Haza] [Words indistinct] develop- 
ment area, the turnout of voters was impressive, espe- 
cially that of women. They conducted themselves in a 
peaceful and orderly manner. Some of the polling zones 
within Garki had massive turnout of voters. However, 
accreditation papers there were not sufficient, so elec- 
tion has to start without all the voters being accredited. 


In other polling zones within the municipality, the 
number of NECON officials posted there could not cater 
to the large number of voters. At Kubua primary school 
| polling zone, voting did not take place as a fracas 
ensued between delegates and their supporters over the 
allegation of trooping in of three lorry-loads of voters 
from neighboring states who prevented residents of the 
polling zones from being accredited. This situation got 
out of hand with NECON officials running away while 
the police stepped in to arrest the situation. 


At Giwa 2, the elections were not hitch-free as there 


were also allegations of importation of voters by candi- 
dates. 


{Unidentified official] People were imported from 
Suleija. We got their numbers and we are sending them 
to the police. 


{Haza] When contacted to comment on these issues, the 
FCT [Federal Capital Territory] NECON administrative 
secretary, Alhay: Hasan Sadick, said NECON will take 
appropriate steps to prevent their reoccurrence by pro- 
viding more officials to cater for the voters. On the 1s- 
sue of importation of voters, the NECON administrative 
secretary said where it is proved by security operatives, 
the elections might be canceled. [end recording] 


Nigeria: Radio Summarizes Observers’ Remarks on 
Local Elections 


AB1803081796 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 18 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) A member of the United 
States Congress, Mr. (Roy Ailles), has described the 
local government election as a remarkable start for the 
enthronement of an enduring democracy in Nigeria. 
Mr. (Ailles), who led a team of U.S. congressmen as 
observers to the election, said in an interview in Abuja 
that the turnout was amazing and impressive. He said 
that the observers did not envisage the huge turnout. 


Mr. (Ailles) condemned the attitude of Nigerians who 
fled abroad and were calling for the boycott of the elec- 
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tion. He urged them to cooperate with their compatri- 
ots at home to establish an enduring democracy for the 
country. He said that the team was in Nigeria to observe 
the election to enable it to inform the government and 
people of the United States correctly about the transi- 
tion to democracy. Mr. (Ailles) and his team monitored 
the election in Abuja and Niger State. 


Also commenting on the election, the leader of another 
American observer team, Mr. Jim Martin, described the 
conduct of the lecal government election as impressive. 
Speaking with newsmen in Minna, Mr. Martin said that 
the United States had something to learn from Nigeria 
in the conduct of elections. 


Mr. Martin, who led a team of four American observers 
to the election in Niger State, said he was impressed 
with the preparation and the conduct of the poll. He 
added that the endurance of Nigerians, who waited 
patiently for some hours to participate in the poll, 
showed that they were eager for democracy. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Rebels Agree to Cease-Fire, Summit 
With Military Leader 


ABI703180896 Paris AFP in English 
1801 GMT 17 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, March 17 (AFP) 
— Rebels in Sierra Leone have agreed to observe a 
ceasefire and hold a summit with the country's outgoing 
military ruler, state-run radio said Sunday [17 March}. 
The radio, quoting a government communique, said the 
ceasefire begins immediately. 


Sierra Leone: Freetown Radio Reports on 
Cease-Fire Agreement 

AB1803091796 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pursuant to its policy of 
pursuing the peace (effort) alongside the ongoing 
democratization process, and its promise to the nation to 
keep an open line of communication and dialogue with 
the RUF [Revolutionary United Front] leadership, the 
government of the National Provisional Ruling Council, 
NPRC, wishes to inform the people of Sierra Leone 
that after persistent dialogue with the RUF. the rebel 
group has over the weekend agreed to the following: A 
meeting between the chairman of the NPRC and head 
of state, His Excellency Brigadier General Julius Maada 
Bio, and the RUF leader. Corporal Foday Sankoh. 
before the end of March: a cease-fire with immediate 
effect. 
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The NPRC government wishes to assure the public that 
in its determination to ensure a better life for all Sierra 
Leoneans, it will continue to do all in its power to end 
this sad chapter in our country’s history by bringing 
the rebel war to a speedy end. The NPRC government 
has, therefore, accepted this latest development in the 
hope that it provides an opportunity to end the war very 
soon. Government wishes to make it abundantly clear 
that this latest development will in no way affect the 
transition to the elected civilian gov..nment of Sierra 
Leone. Government, therefore, solicits the support of 
the populace in this regard, and will keep the nation 
informed about any further developments. 


Sierra Leone: RUF Spokesman Says Rebels To 
Observe Two-Month Cease-Fire 


AB/803094996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 17 Mar 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There has been a surprise new 
development in Sierra Leone's rebel war tonight and it 
comes the day before the results were expected to be 
announced from last Friday's [15 March] second round 
of presidential elections. In the week since Brigadier 
Bio seized power in Freetown, the RUF (Revolutionary 
United Front] rebels and the NPRC [National Provi- 
sional Ruling Council] Government have held their first- 
ever face-to-face peace talks and although the rebels 
called for the elections to be postponed, the leader- 
ship went ahead anyway, with two veteran politicians, 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah and John Karefa-Smart, contest- 
ing Friday's runoff. 


Well tonight, the RUF spokesman, Faye Musa, called 
us up from Danane, wanting to make what he called an 
important announcement. On the line. William Wallace 
asked him what it was: 


[Begin recording] [Musa] The RUF Military High 
Command and the War Council and the civilians have 
all decided to observe a two-month truce in pursuit of 


peace. 
[Wallace] You mean. a two-month cease-fire. 
[Musa] That's nght, that's right. 


{Wallace} And is this a unilateral cease-fire or has the 
government also agreed to siop shooting” 


[Musa] It ts a unilateral cease-fire but we expect them 
to react in kind. 


[Wallace] Why have you come to this decision? 
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{Musa} This is in pursuit of peace. We believe that the 
NPRC is still in power, and that we believe that we have 
to continue discussing peace with them. 


[Wallace] If the military does not observe the cease-fire, 
what will you do then? 


[Musa] We expect them to observe the cease-fire 
because Julius Maada Bio when he took up power 
promised the nation that he is a seeker for peace and 
that as a patriotic citizen of the state, we will expect 
him succumb. 


{Wallace} But what if he doesn't? 
{Musa} Certainly he will, certainly he wall. 


[Wallace] You say the military government is still in 
power but if a civilian government is going to take over, 
who would you prefer to win the elections, Mr. Kabbah 
or Mr. Karefa-Smart? 


[Musa] We are opposed to all corrupt political systems. 
What we are looking for now 1s peace. 


[Wallace] So, you don't differentiate between the two 
presidential candidates” 


[Musa] As far as we are concerned, the very number of 
electorates registered does not represent the mandate of 
the nation. The elections, as we have ever been saying, 
are meaningless to Sierra Leoneans now. What we ask 
all Sierra Leoneans to stand for now is peace and food 
for everybody instead of politics. 


| Wallace] So, if a civilian government is installed, your 
cease- fire will come to an end? 


{Musa] Yes, definitely by implication because the politi- 
cians, who have ever been using the military as watch- 
dogs, would have come back to power and they are the 
enemy of the people because they have ever dragged the 
nation to the poverty we suffer today. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Junta Sets 14-Day Transition Period, 
Grants Coup Indemnity 

AB/I803135796 Paris AFP in English 

1304 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, March 18 (AFP) 
— Sierra Leone's outgoing military junta on Monday 
decreed a March 31 deadline for the transition to 
democratic rule as well as indemnity for its actions since 


a military coup in 1992. 
The two decrees were issued the day after Ahmad Tejan 


Kabbah was officially announced as the West African 
state's president, having won a run-off poll held Friday 


“A person elected to the office of president shall assume 
that office on a date to be fixed by the head of state. 
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being not later than 14 days after the date on which 
that person is declared elected by the returning officer,” 
read the decree signed by junta leader Brigadier General 
Julius Maada Bio. 


Since Kabbah was announced president Sunday March 
17, the transition is due to be made before Sunday 
March 31. 


A second decree grants the National Provisional Ruling 
Council (the military junta) - and anyone who acted on 
its behalf - indemnity for having staged the April 1992 
coup and for any actions committed by the military or 
its agents since then. 


Any such legal proceeding initiated either before or 
after the release of this decree “shall be a nullity and 
discharged accordingly,” it read. 


Observers say these decrees are part for the course in 
cases of similar transitions and are likely to be respected 


The transition deadline leaves time for a summit be- 
tween Maada Bio and Foday Sankoh, leader of the Rev- 
olutionary United Front (RUF), a rebel group engaged 
in a devastating five-year-old-civil war, in line with an 
agreement announced Sunday. [passage omitted] 


Sierra Leone: Kabbah Defeats Karefa-Smart by 
194,000 Votes 

AB/ 803093396 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GM7 18 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Interim National Electoral 
Commission chairman, Dr. James Jonah, yesterday de- 
clared the SLPP [Sierra Leone People's Party) presiden- 
tial candidate, Alhaji Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, winner of 
the presidential runoff election of Friday, 15th March. 
According to Dr. Jonah, Alhays Ahmad Tejan Kabbah of 
the SLPP polled 608,419 votes while Dr. John Karefa- 
Smart of the UNPP [United National People's Party] 
polled 414,335. 


Dr. James Jonah also informed the nation that results 
from two polling stations in (Konadugu) have not 
yet been received. These results not available from 
(Konadugu) have no effect on the announced results. 
Dr. Jonah pledged his support to the president-elect and 


appealed to the nation to support and cooperate with 
government. 


Sierra Leone: President-Elect Kabbah Interviewed 


AB/ 803092396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 18 Mar 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] So, the people of Sierra 
Leone have chosen a new president. He is Ahmed 
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Tejan Kabbah, a 64-year-old lawyer who is the leader 
of the country's oldest political party, the Sierra Leone 
People's Party. Let us hear first from our reporter, Foday 
Fofana, in Freetown: 


[Begin Fofana recording] In announcing the results, 
Sierra Leone's respected electoral commissioner, Dr. 
James Jonah, said as in all elections there had been 
some difficulties. Dr. Jonah stated that the defeated can- 
didate, Dr. John Karefa-Smart, protested and requested 
a recount of votes in Bo and Kenema in the southeast 
and thereafter secured a reduction of some 70,000 votes 
from Dr. Ahmed Tejan Kabbah. The electoral commis- 
sioner said he was impressed by what he called the great 
understanding displayed by the two presidential candi- 
dates in their dealings with him and how the defeated 
candidate endeavored to reach understanding with his 
rival in order to facilitate a peaceful transition. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


However, even before the party 1s being cleared up, 
there is controvery as the rebels of the RUF [Revolu- 
tionary United Front] have said that they won't honor a 
cease-fire if the military government hands over power 
to a new civilian administration. On the line to Freetown 
late last night, P. Linstein spoke to the new president- 
elect, Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, and asked him how he felt: 


|Begin recording] |Kabbah] Well, | feel good. 
[Linstein] How are you celebrating? 


|[Kabbah] Well, my supporters are celebrating and 
dancing all over Freetown, and I have just received 
reports that the same thing is going on in the rest of 
the country. 


[Linstein} Are you happy that these results will be 
accepted by everybody in Sierra Leone” 


[Kabbah] Well, the people are expressing their support 
and acceptance of the results by dancing all over the 
country. 


[Linstein}] Have you been told by the military govern- 
ment when you will be inaugurated and take over? 
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[Kabbah) Not yet, but they have made statements to the 
effect that they will recognize the reports and that they 
will hand over power. 

(Linstein) When do you expect that to be? 

|Kabbah) (7Details on that) are yet to be discussed to 
depth them. 

[Linstein) What will be your priorities when you do take 
over, when you do assume office” 
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[Kabbah) I will disclose all these in a statement that | 
shall make to the nation tomorrow. 


[Linstein} Do you have anything to say as to news that 
the rebels have said they do not wish to negotiate with 
a civilian government? 


[Kabbah] Well, they have not met me before, and I think 
it will be a little unwise for me to take no for an answer. 
[end recording} 
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